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DePue Today is Wednesday, March 27, 2008, name is Mark DePy¢he Director
of Oral History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libtd&rg d ay | é m i n
Springfield talking to William H. Phillips, Bill Phillips.Good afternoon, Bill.

Phillips: Good afternoon, Mark.

DePue We 6 r e togoe talking about your Vienm experi ence, but
take a little time getting theteecaus@f your route to VietnaniTherearea
lot of people who hd an interesting route to Vieam,andyou certainly did.
But we always start with when and where you were born.

Phillips: | was born June 25, 1946, in Benton, lllinois.
DePue And where would we find Benton?
Phillips: Bent onds i nartbfthe stasdd dawiy cdoserto Garbondale,

little north of Carbondaldt was a coal mining community, rather polorthe
twenties and thirties, thereeresome industrial activities that dealith the
coal mine industry, but by World War Il dthe end of itit was basically

gonelt 6s a very poor area commercially.
DePue Did you grow up there?
Phillips: No, my family moved when | was only one year &l father got an

opportunity for a different joldvly parents were both school teachersl my
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father got an opportunity to geState job at the prison in Pontiac, lllinois, to
teach, so we moved to Pontiac.

DePue | should mention heregight at the beginning of thiy o u beereinterviewed
before for our progranThat one was with Phil Pag, and it was abowur
school reorganization project.

Phillips: It certainly was, yeah.

DePue: So tell us what youovtlusehyywuwerei ng, and
interviewed for that.

Phillips: Okay.Basically, | have had a lot of experience otrer last decades dealing
with school district reorganizatiowhich is the formal merging with various
mechanisms and procedures in lllinois of school distrerisire school
districts | wrote mydoctoraldissertation on that topic at the University of
[llinois in Champaign and became very interested.

After Pontiac, we actually lived in a very small community called
Chenoawhereit was always discussell was something that came up all the
time. So | just began to study that and just kept working wtitBince then
| 6ve compl eted fi fty phadschosldisiridténes f or
lllinois, throughout the statabout district$hat are interested in that process.
That was basically my experience withlitlo a lot of public speakingoaut
it, work with school boarsl

DePue Youdve alrethatGhenrema §d 0 nelde r ethayi at ub sgraew u
small town.What else can you tell us about Chenoa?

Phillips: Chenoa was an agricultural communitie farmland around Chenoa was as
good ast is in any place in the worldt had flat lands, very little lands that
had trees on ifThe farmers and the farmland there was first clagsthat was
basically the only industry of any kindommercial activityin Chenoavery
small communityMy parents were both teachers in the elementary scbool
that kept me pretty well in tovas well as anythingvhen both of your parents
are teachers in the district.

DePue What were your parentso names?

Phillips: My dadodés Buame vaansd mmewasbldleh.er 6 s na

DePue Il t wa s n?dtwashust plainoold Burt?

Phillips: No, Burt, William Burt.For the last four generationse 6 ve al | had th

William, either as the first name or the middle nawve alternate with who
can use the name WilliarBomy dad used the name Burt, and | use the name
William. Now | have a son whose name is William Brandon, and he uses his
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middle nameThen hehasaspthey donét calslo hhiendsBi | |
broken the chain, but he does have the ngbePue laughs

He just doesnét go by it.
Yeah, ight (laughs)
You said both your parents were grade school teachers?

Yes.My mother taught third grade and occasionally some special reading
classesMy father taught eighth grade mathemstand also was an
administrator part of the time.

Did you get to have the experience of

Well, | did actually not with my mother but with my fatherwas in a

mathematics class with him in junior high, ahdt was quite an experience.

He was a very welknown person, a very aoonsense teachdie was

basically the disciplinarian for the school distridty friends gave my dad a

wide walkaroundl n f act, they used to ask me a
with that guyo (DePue laughd)ecause he was pretty steBut he had a

great sense of humand he loved teaching.

He wasnodét that way at home?

No, he ac tloexdrieally challengedhito the point where I got

i n €had a smape or twobut nothing serious at homide was busy all the
time.He was goingtoschoddie di dndét st arHeandmy wi t h ¢
mot her got their bac h eactoaly&tartecawitilmyma st er
mother because we were a poor fammlya oneroom school househen |

was two years olbecauseve coul dnodt alffjustaventtto a babysi
school with herl can actually remember attending a @nem schoallike

you seeon pictures with the stove in the middle and the well outsidd ah

of that.| did that that was an interesting experience.

But that wasnoét your experience | iving

No. No, when we lived in Chenoa, basically we lived in the couMnrydad
considered himself a gentleman farpmveith aboutthree acres of landHe

liked to gardenso he was a big gardendn.fact, he would grow way more
than we could ever eat or even give awdg.was always giving this and that
away, tomatoes or corn or whatever it is we were growing at thekiene.
liked to do thatand that was his hobby.

Did he ever get into administration?

He did.He got into administration don 6t t hink he got an
degree, but they made him sort of like tiganof students, without that title.
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But it waswell-known that if you got out of line, especially in the junior high,

he was the person you had to go $¢econsidered himself the juddde

used to call himself the judgand he would hold court.was never in there,

but they would tellmethatheowu | d hol d court, ,and he w
Anot .odfitwds guyty, you pretty well knew what the consequence was

which was a swat or swats, whatever.

DePue That he would deliver himsélf

Phillips: Yes, oh yespersonally.

DePue Well, school ha changed a bit since then

Phillips: (laughs) Yes, it certainly hak those daygqhe wa$ either called sir or Mr.

Phillips, one 6thetwoHe di dndét care which, but vyo
anything else but that.

DePue Sao when you were sitting in hisath class, | would assume you kept your
head down?

Phillips: Yeah | did. He would take advantage ofthhe 6d | augh and ask n
questionsl 6 d gi v e [sirdm@s evehyleodylganaass around
everybody.

DePue Did you have any siblings?

Phillips: | have a brother who is an attorney, older brothkave two sisterOne of

my sisters was a college presidestie went from a high school English
teacher to be a college president.

DePue What was the college?
Phillips: It was a Japanese collegeHawaii, Gong Sai Dar Universityshe was also a
provost andaassistant president at Sacramento Stheone in California,
t hat place thatdéds so warm in the winte
DePue Palm Springs?
Phillips: Palm Springsth a t ,&sllege of the Deserthat wast. Then | have another

sister whose husband was an engineer and very high up in engineering with
Hughes Aircraftdid a lot of military contracting in the sixties and seventies,
military weapons of one kind of another, especially ones that used Thdar.
was his specialty.

DePue It sounds like education was in the blood in your family.
Phillips: Oh, yeahlt was very competitive inmyfamiff ou di dnét want t o
onel knew right away it wasnodot a matter
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college It was justwhere are you going to gandwhat are you going to do
when you get thefEThere was no if about it.

DePue How about religion®as your family religious?

Phillips: Well, yes and navly mother was Catholijand my father was Southern
Baptid, which is a strange combinatidrthink, long before | was boénthis
occurred with mysistersand mybrothertood we never went to church
formally, but each of us, my brother and my sisters, went to different
churchesbasically on our own.

DePue It sounds like you were encouraged to do that.

Phillips: We werel went, and | enjoyed itWe all ended up in different churches and
so on and so forth.

DePue Which church did you end up going to?

Phillips: Methodist Methodist.

DePue Why did you choose the &thodiss?

Phillips: | thought they had the nicest clientgleePue laughsand they certainly had

the nicest outingsith the prettiest ladies and stuff like thBut | did know
the pastgrand he was a very nice guye was very easy for me to talk to

DePue Youwerebornin194& youdr e ¢gr o whatmgst Angericane t he
look backasidyllic, the iconic age of being a kid in America

Phillips: The fifties and sixties.

DePue € was that your experience?

Phillips: ltwas.But | di itdatthettimeTheaelwasme problem about getting

jobs, and things were being builtremember when Route 66 went to Route
55 and from two lanes to four lan@$at was very close to my houddings
were goodyou would buy housesa n d t h e n hoysesit &as goodce | |
times.No war or anything was really going orhe Korean War was a little

bit early in my memory cycleeven though my brother was in the Air Force at
the time of the Korean War.

DePue So hebébs quite?a bit older than you
Phillips: Oh, yes.He was fifteen years older than me.

DePue Was your father a World War Il veteran?

Phillips: He wasHe was in the Navy for a brief period in World WarHe was in the

Seabeeslhen he got hurt on some project or whatever they were ddang.
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neverleft the States and he got out basicallfgut | thought it was unusuate
was like thirtyfive years old when he was drafted, and he had threeTKids.
was a little differentOf course, that was World War. He was in probably a
year and a half to tawyearsHe had five brothersand I think three of them
were in the military at different times.

Was there much to do in Chengaowing up?

Not much in my estimation or recollectidaving in the country, it was a
mile from my nearestiend, so | would ride my bike to their hoysen d
play baseball or whatevaB.ut t her e wasndt t he
today. I played sports in junior
summer organized the way they have it n8aeverything was a piedp

eo

d
rgan
igh

gamelwasin4H because | | ived on a farm, bu

animalstl wasno6t r;kedalgdrdgningAnd | avasimesaouting.
just liked to be with people, around peogad so forth, s | did everything |
could to try to be involved in anything where | could be around pebpiing
out in the country, & somewhat lonely.

Did Chenoa have a high school?
It did have &ighschool.
What was the student body population?

| think we were at the highwater magketty close tpwhen | was there of
about150 or 160 kids

How many in your class?
Forty-two, andl graduated third out of my clag®ePue laughs)
Well, you did very well.

Top 10 percent| tell my students that to this daygraduated in the top0
percent in my high school.

Were you involved in some extracurricular activities?

Ilwas.Actual |l vy, | wa s nBadebakhwas rayrbgst ggndeo d
played a little lasketball, not so muchplayed a little in junior high and a

little early on.l was a foreign exchange student to Norywaiyh the American
Field Servicebetween my junior and senior yehwas very lucky to get that.

14-H is a U.S:based network of youth orgamaitions whose mission is "engaging youth to reach their fullest
potential while advancing the field of youth developm@&hibugh typically thought of as an agriculturally
focused organization as a result of its historly tbday focuses on citizenship,afiy living, science,
engineering, and technology prograrfigtps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4)

at hl
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That was really a lifehanging egerience for me becaused never real |
travelled to any extent.

Was that something that you wanted to davereyour parents kind of
pushing you in that direction?

No, actually, | signed up for it myseikith the American Field Servicésaw

ittI dondot really r emembsesignedluglheg | saw i
wanted me to write somethingou had to writdike aessay, @nepage essay

or something like thato | wrote somethinglhen they contacted mend

they interviewed meand then you are selectedtoyje u dondét get t o
the country where you want to ;gbey just send you ther&hey try to match

your family with that family.The father in Norway was a teach@f.course,

my father was a teachdrguess that was trmnnectionSao, | went to

Norway.In fact, when we got off the bdatwe took a shif therewereabout

1,0000f us.

All foreign exchange students?

All foreign exchange studenthe whole ship was full of usVe got off the
boat in Europgand they started taking off wherever they were going to go in
Europe, all the way to northern Africéhen | started making my way up by
train. We travelled by traié@ which was very nice, by the wayto Norway.|

was the very last student to get off the tiailNorway, northern Norway.

Was there some way to get between Denmark and Norway?

Yeah.They put the whole train on a ferry boaéhey just drove the train on a
ferry boat, put up the sidesnd we just chugged right acrokswas at nidpt.

It took about an hour, and then they just got there, coupled it up to the tracks
and just took right off agaiiWe never got out of the train.

What was the learning curve like to speak the language?

| di dndt s p darkre téenldays weaverggoiaggpeer there, they

had Norwegian students there with asd they taught us a few basic phrases

and a song or two and things;Ilike that
nobody did.But what | found when | got there was that the avestiggent

my age knew Englistgnglish English, not American Englisi.hey di dnét
speak AmericanThey spoke English English, Oxford English, and they knew

English very wellThey were very intelligent  very@igorous there.

| would think thougtthat the classes you were getting were in Norwegian.

Actually, they let me stay in the English classes allday lbonggwa s ndt t her
that long.I was in the summer breaBut when | was there, | would sit in the

English classedour after hourThey wanted to hear me speak because they

were used to English people coming and visiting Norway, especially northern
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Norway, where the fishing is the big onEhere werdenglish touristghat
would come, but Americans were very rare at the time.

In fact,we ran out of railroad tracle n d we gobyudilrdad 6 t
anymore We had to go by boato we got on a coastal steamer and went up
the lastlO0Omiles, where | was goingoy boat because there was no train at
that time that wentthatfaR o a d s  wallehategmead, not that common

Were you in a place that even the Norwegians would think would be out in the
sticks?

Yeah, | would say they were pretty much in the stigs.were on an island,

abig island, fifty miles longBut it wasan islangdand we were only fifty

miles south of the Arctic Circl®asically their summemhichis all day

lightd they have the midnight sénit would stay dusk and dawn type light

for about twentytwo hours a dayThere was very little darkneseh e n thet 6 s
reverse in the winteilhat was a little hard to get used to.

What was on the menu?

Well, I was afraid of that because | had no concept of what they ate, but
basically what they ate was a lot of fish of one kind or anpliemause §h is

t h e Baefwas unknown, basicajlgork, very rarechicken on occasign

fish and pastrie®ddly enough, and cheegend they had some hard crackers
and hard bread.

| called hemmy mother She was alittleladya nd s he di dnot
word of Engish, so we just sort of looked at each ott&ut every day she
would go down to the market and get some bread and cheese or basics, milk,
that sort of thingWe had a refrigeratowWe were uppeclass thereno TV, no
car, not even a bicycleTheyhadone but it di dn(doth have
laugh So[iflyoudr e going to go somewhere,
village, and you could get on a hukhen if you were going to go any farther
than that, you had to get on a boat and go there, wherever. it was

How long were you there?

| was there about four and a half mont& travelled through Norway and
Denmark, some Sweden, Germawe got off the boat in Hollan&e got on
the boat in Holland again, so we backtrackedally enjoyed itl really liked

it. The people were very nice to mighey just treated me like | was just really
somethingspecial hey j ust hadndét seen many

Now, you mentioned when you were in Chepaad you were selecting
churches, in part you weselecting churches based on the clientdtay was
the clientele?

Ame
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Phillips: Clientele in Norway was pretty goddoth laugh)The ladies and the young
girls in the high schoél They called it gymnasiumwhich was their high
schoo] whichis much more rigrous than our highschodl. coul dndét bel
the rigor that they had in the high schdokas used to high school students
kind of fooling around a lot, writing notes and that sort of thirftatnever
happened in Norwayot at all.It was seriousno nonsense business during
the school day.

But they were very nice to me, and the girlsave to admitthey were
anxious to get to know me and talk to me and so forth, which was fine with
me.| was glad to talk to anybodyenjoyed going to dances titaey had
where they would play the accordion and do the polka type ddncesl i d n 6 t
really know that, but | did the best | could and enjoyed thaghed

DePue: | dondt suppose you have a picture or
Phillips: | do. At home | do hawe some pictures from Norway | can bring.

DePue: Did all of that experience change your perspective?

Phillips: ltdid actually] 6d never r eadtdvgnmbcemthednedt ri ps

Stateshad travelledmuch less go to another counkind of by myséf and
actually attend a school in another counsy, when | got back, | was much
more seriousl. was pretty serious about seeing what was involved in
education because | knew it meant so much to tifaimey flunked the test
that they had to take eveygar, they were ouThey were just gon&.hey
coul dndét go t unless youweoelweatthy gnougirtepay for it
on your ownWe all kind of take it for grante&o | took a few things like that
a whole lot more seriously than | had befdrink | was kind of
fundamentally changedithink it was a positive thing for mé.gave me a
much wider perspective.

DePue: What other extracurriculaactivities? You mentioned basebabid you do
anything else in high school?

Phillips: | was in the orgaizations.| was the class president and vice presiceamd |
was the editor of the yearbodlwrote for the student newspapewas in the
National Honor Societydl that stuff.l was in | think, two of the plays, junior

playandsenior playlettermre n 6s c¢cl ub, things | i ke tha
DePue: From your perspective, and youbve been
now, what are the advantages and the disadvantages of geudta small
school?
Phillips: The advantages were you knew everyhaayl everyon&new you
Everybody didnoét | i Kikedthehatmbspherdtwas | di d

like a big family if you will. My grandkids and kids attended some high
schools o2,500kids ina highschool. t hi nk t hafTliegdidawf ul |y
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well to everknow the other kids in their class or even half of thémay just

coul dnbpBenjoyedatAt tt he time | probably wasn
ttbecause we didndét have all that many
and proms and stuff like thatot like they do nowwhere you have to have

guards and security peoplewas very easy goingndkind of fun and

harmless.

Di sadvantages, we jdls@&m dd ayidn g htahveet
nowd in the curriculumWe di dndédt have a IWebadof hi gt
Spanishtwo yearsWe had Latinwhich | took whichwas totally useless, but
| took it anywayWhen | found outreallywh at | di dndét know w;
went to lllinois StatgUniversity,ISU] asa freshmanl have to admithat|
kind of sailed throgh high schoglwithout really a whole lot of rigor there,
competition if you will. | got to ISU and it was a much bigger field of play
lot more kidscomingfrom schools that had a whole lot more classes that
theydd been of f er e dwasadiffituldb thefimtor e compet
semestertwas(laughs)a cul t ure shock for .me to se
Butlpersevered | earned quickly, but | certai
when they came.

Because youodr enthgVietrangWat and thee nway thatyou got
there, | want to ask you a few other questions that would have occurred while
you were still in high schopbecause you graduated in 196hose are the

JFK [John FzgeraldKennedy, President of the Unifegears.Were you gan

of JFK?

A

AtthetimellikedJFKI canodét say that | really fo
| do now, but I likedhiml di dndét really [Pesidentf or Ly
of the United Statg¢s whole lot.I thoughtthathe was rather a cofgerson.

JFK was a very charming person, very vibrant, and his family and so forth

Having little kids in the White Houséthought was a great thing.

| can remember the Bay of Pigs thimghen he owned up to that
thought Well, my gosk: And | can remenber the Cuban Missile Crisid.
was paying very close attention to that on, Wien he appearedaying the
Russians have missiles there and so on and so fartbw we got started in
Vietnam basicallya bout t hat t aymganyadttantintol wasnot
Vietnamat that time.

2TheBay of Pigsinvasion was a failed military invasion of Cuba undertaken by the Central Intelligence
Agency (ClAYsponsored paramilitary group, Brigade B8%0 April 1961.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of Pigs_Invasjon

3 The Cuban Missile Crisisvas a 13dayconfrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union,
initiated by the American discovery of Soviet ballistic missile deployment in Quigaconfrontation is often
considered the closest the Cold War came to escalating inteszéld nuclear war.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Missile_Crisis

10
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| can remember was sitting in a high school mathematics class when
somebody walked in and sdide fPresident Kennedyjeen killed We kind
of went through a period therfeom about sixtythree to sixtyeight of Martin
Luther King and therhis [J F K brether RFK [Robert F. Kennedyand
those kinds of thing$ ® Then we had the problems in tBeuth that were just
really getting started, the racial igsu

DePue: Thesit-ins, the segregation, tlfieeedom rides.

Phillips: Oh, my gosh, gah and the dogs and the water hoses and so on and so forth.
| 6d never r Samthdydbeenealbl vy h®imd mott know
s ur e ilrhay hadedret one or two.

DePue: Not in your school?

Phillips: Oh, no, ngnone in ourtown, none that | could even think ,aintil | got to
college.

DePue: Chenoais that an area primarily settled by Germans and Scandinavians?

Phillips: Yeah, yeah, | would say it iscan remember the German names

Schickendanz and Aschenbrennau¢hg and different names like that, that

were pretty German. di dnét have any frame of re
that were going on. | actually felt very sorry for them and what was going on.

|l didndét know qui tuatllgatwcolege afdéhendtl e t hat

got worse.
DePue: Youdbre talking about the Civil Rights
Phillips: Yeah right.
DePue: What were your plangoming out of high scho®lYou said college was

obviously required.

Phillips: Well, | was going to go to collegéere wasio doubt about that thought
about other colleggether than lllinois State University] but | got a t
scholarship rightawaAt eacher 6s schol arship at th
tuition, and it paid for your books to go into the teaching fi&ldat was pretty
attractive to my dad, and of course, he liked that anylaally wanted to be
a lawyer.That was kind ofmy long-term goal.

DePue: Why?

4 Martin Luther King Jrwas an American Baptist minister and activist who became thevinilsée

spokesperson and leadettlire civil rights movement, from 1954 until his assassination in 1968.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.

5 RobertFrancis' Bobby' Kennedywas an American politician and lawyer who served as the 6dited)

States Attorney General from January 1961 to September 1964, and as a U.S. Senator from New York from
January 1965 until his assassination in June 1@®®s://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_F. Kenngdy
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Phillips: | candt ,eathesthae Irthought thet was a good profesditimought
it was ahigh-leveljob, a very respectable thingnd probably very lucrative.
DePue: Did you grow up watching PeriMasonepisodes?
Phillips: ldid;Idid,but t hat wasnot \hsathoughtittasagobde d me

position, a good job to havBeople wuld respect you and so on and so forth,
so | wanted to do it.

DePue: l'1'1inois State i sno0idyouhiveoncangpus? away fr o

Phillips: | did. | lived on campusExcept for a brief periocbne time duringmy time]
there, I lived on campus.

DePue: Whose decision was that?
Phillips: Really mine.l probably could have stayed at horhkad an old beater cdt.
wasnoét the greatest car, but 1 probabl

started taking summer classes too to try to get ahe&e gfaime and so on
and so forthSq, | was going to school a lot, and then | had some jobs in
school.l worked in Pennegg, selling shoes and clothésworked at the
University Union in the recreation hallhat was where | learned to play pool.
Still play pool, whenever | can.

DePue: A lucrative skill.

Phillips: A lucrative skill it was.lIt really helped me with the money for dates and
things like that on occasiqboth laugh. College years were gootlived
there.l lived with basically the same groafter my freshman yea®ddly
enough, they were almost all from Chicagod they were almost all athletes.
They were all college athletes, football players, baseball players, wrestlers,
track people, whatever, but me.

DePue Small town kid from Chenoa i no discernable athletic skills.

Phillips: Yeah yeah.But | tended to be a littlit more serious about school than a lot
of them werel was kind of wellknown for being able to assist them with
their college rigaron occasionAnd they were nicethey were very nice to
me.

DePue: This wasnoét a fraternity though?

5 Perry Masorwas an American legal drama seriiginally broadcast on CBS television from 1957 to 1966.
The title character, portrayed by Raymond Burr, was a fictional Los Angeles crideifealse lawyer who
originally appeared in detective fiction by Erle Stanley Gardner.
(https://en.wikipedia.org¥iki/Perry_Mason_(TV_series)

7J. C. PenneZompany, Inc. is an American department store chain with 864 locations in 49 U.S. states and
Puerto Rico. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._C._Penney
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No.They werenoét

all owed at t hat ti me.

At the time you got to college, 1964, that was an age when the draft was

al ways a

factor

Ohyeahl n t hose

A student deferment then?

days, you
degreeand t hey woul dnoét t

r

ofmakingprocessn g mands deci s

could go to col
y to draft vyou.

Right. And then by the time | was getting ready to gradyatethe late
sixties, the ruls were starting to chandearlier than thatif you wanted to get

a master o6s

By the time sixtye i g h t
deferments for graduate degrelewanted o do that and they saidi M, you
that .

canodot odo

Wedbre going t
ask you about your major.

degree, you

roll ed aro

o

get back

could keep on g
und, they werer

to the whol e d

History?Well, | really liked historyeven though my daibld me, hesaid,

nYu know

son

being a h

I story major i ¢

really going to have a lot of job opportunitidgaching it, you can do that and
so on and so forth, but other than éhatBut | liked it. | persevered because |

just liked history.

You saw that as a nice ramp into the law school?

| thought soWhat my planwaswastpet my
have to take the law school admission tast if you do well enough ordit
But | never got to do thatintil actualy after the Army then kind of go to

the law schooll

knew

coul dnotl

bachTddngauds degr

g a stto ctolud dmroit

that.So it was going to have to be University of lllinois at Champaagall
think Carbondale had a law school at the tifiteat was redy about it for

public schools.

Whatdid your dad think about your aspirations to be a lawyer?

He thought that was finéle was very proud of mé\s long as | was thinking
about some profession or something like thatwas okay with itMy sister
married an engineer who just went right through and got his doctorate and
became a bigtime engineering whateweititary stuff basicallyMy other

sister, she took a long time to get her degéhe was a very driven person.
My brother was an tirney, and he was determined that he was going to do
that He was in CaliforniaThey all gravitated to Californj@&xcept meOur
family was very friendly competitive, if you will, especially about education

and stuff like that.
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DePue: It sounded like yo kept pretty busy in high schodlow about in collegeDid
you have extracurriculathen?
Phillips: Not too many formal activities that | do in colleg@vas in a social fraternity
whi ch wasnét a fr at erltwastjugé Welgetr e we | i v

togetherand you were asked to be inAlpha Phi Omega, APO, which was
ncel didndot play any spoildtsidnioer gehan:t
student government or anything like thatas kind of busy workingd. had to

do jobs andhengoto schooltool di dndét have a whole | o
things.
DePue: The years you were in college, 1964 to 19688re rather tumultuous years for

most college campusebhis is the student rights movemeas you get farther
into that fouryear peiod. Vietnam is really rearing its headell me about the
political climate on the campus of lllinois State University.

Phillips: Well, that became very serious businégsan remember the SDS, the
Students for Democratic Society, was very active tterd they were sort of

like militant, right-wingersMa y be t hat 6s;ltéhne nwrto nsgu rwei n ¢
whatever they were.

DePue: | think they would have been on the left side.

Phillips: Left-wingers But they were very, very militanand they sponsored $its. |
think we had at least one-git, where they occupied the administration
building, and they wanted this and wanted tfidten they got into the racial
thing. They got into some marches or whatever with the black stydents
wanting this or that on campusnd there were someissués. r eal | 'y di dn
involved in that stuff, but there were issues between factions of students who
di dn 6t ,ahdithere werehadetv altercatiohfust tried to stay away
from that kind of problembecause | was a little ane serious about going to
schooland | wasnét that serious about the
the countrywith the student rightsxovement

Of course, Vietam as the years went pstarted to become a bigger

issue with meBy thetimelwas@ uni or, youdre starting
becausehey were very insistent on trying to get everybody they could into
the Army.

DePue: Wh o they?

Phillips: Well, the draft boards and the people whaéafeh e ylabking for soldiers

Thatprovided the sldiers for Vietram, or at least the bulk of theknlike

these new wars, the National Guard and#reny] Reserves really played

very little part in any activity in Vieem. T h ey di d n ftheylsfte nd t hen
them herel guess that was a national poliogaision, but they did.

DePue: Was there a Chenoa draft board?
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Pontiac.

Pontiag they were the ones who had your future in their hands?
Yeah right. (laughg

How did that process work2id you have taegiste?

Well, my dad was on the draft board years.d¢®e knew all about it because

hedd been o nlnfadt ehatdvasshé reasdn ong bradher joined the

Air Force during the Korean Wate was going to collegand he was in the

middle of collegeHe joined the Air Forcel remember him coming home and

telling my dad he joined the Air Fordead saidii Wat did you do that foo?

Hesaidfif el t bad because ,audevenybedysad t he dr
youobdr e pr.oadsadiii dm met ypu You ceuldtat leasy

finish your degre@We | | ,  hhe joided tthenAdr Force.

My dad was kind of heartbroken about tisat he got off the draft
board.He kind of knew the machinations of #asically, they neededby
some sort of quota systettgsed onyourcenstid guess; o8 donodt
they needed so many peoad they graded ther@nce youdre i niti
found to be eligible, you go for a medical exam and theexemptions
Some people gotthees o me peopl e didndét and so on

Were you following any of the war news?

| started to by the time | was a senior in collégeatwasin history anyway|
liked to follow it and watch itlt was on TV[television] and | think that was
the first military war that they reallyad on TV.You could actually see them
fighting battles and combat situations on Th yeah, | was watching it.

Were you thinkingGee, this looks like an infantry warmight want to join
the Air Force or the Navy instead

Yeah | thought about thatActually, | thought about that too lateecause by

that time when | started thinking about Itactually checked on that, even the
National Guard and the reserv&y that time, theyad waiting lists of guys

who were signing up for thatprobably should have thought about that

ear | i er , Ithoughtoriginadly, tbati might get some consideration
after | graduated from col |l elegmded bei ng
up with no consideration whatsoevethought alout the Air Forceor the

Navy, not the Marinegboth laugh)| have a cute story about the Marines |

can tell you.

You might as well launch into it now.

The day | was actually inducted into the ArriryChicago, these Marine drill
sergeatsd They looked like drill sergeants because they were big burly, guys
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dressed in immaculate uniformEhey just looked like picture soldiérsvere
walking aroundandthey weretalking to all of us that were going through the
line, [saying]that they needetlO percent of all the people going through the
service station that day, that big buildifigen percent they were going to get,
but they wantedhebest10 percentThey only wanted the biggest, baddest,
fastest, meanest, whatevethought,Oh , | wahtaando that.

So | purposely got in line between two of the tallest guys | cioudd
They must have been six foot six or seven, both of tidm@y were a good
head taller than mé&o those Marines just walked right past (PePue
laughs) di d mé & nod) ¢arn remember them pulling a guy or two out
of the line and taking them into this roomheywere just kicking and
screamingthey di dndt want.Butwherbtreywentinbhe Mar i
that room, they were Marinels. don 6t t hskedkheml h edyo nedbte n a
know,butl di dndét g d(bathfeigd t hat r oom

How about the two guys that flanked you?

No, t hey @utldidthat on@urpodd.eemember to this day

thinking,l 6ve got t o make nihaslpdssibly tatsiacel e a st
they want the leanest, meanest, toughest, biggest, all figisred, We | | I 6m
just goingt o @&hat was kind of my philosophy in the Army altogettbe

first part of it was juststay in the background, just blend in, keeprymouth
shut(laughs)

The tail end of your senioryearis19%68 6 m sur e yowdtheemember
Tet Offensive begins about late Januargarly in February sixtgight, and
suddenlyi®s on ever yboddgosremembef?r scr een.

Yeah Walter Cronkitel remember that wellWalter Cronkitewas the big

anchorman on TV newand everybody really liked him and respected.him

He went to Vietram and | can remember himsayimgW | | , it doesnot
Il i ke we 6r eodHerealynthontd wehoeght ¢o.figure out some way

to get out of this because he didnodt s

| got to thinking,Holycow,we 6 r € not even Myinning ¢
assumption was that wedre just going t
them real quickWhatcould they possibly have to stop the United States
Army, with all of our technology, not to mention our numbers and everything
elsewehadl coul dndét 1 magine them being an:

Then that came aboutthink everybody was sort afisillusioned after
thatWe 6d been over t haenrde e weor yolro d yhérse et eyle
alongthewayfi W | | , wedr e Wejusinged somarhoreg o o d .

8 TheTet Offensivewas a series of surprise attacks by thetsbng (rebel forces sponsored by North Vietnam)

and North Vietnamese forces on scores of cities, towns, and hamlets throughout South Vietnam. It was
considered to be a turning point in the Viethnam Wattps://www.us-history.com/pages/h1862.html
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soldiers.Just send us anoth®d,0000r 100,000 whateveoAndwe 6 r e t her e
foracouple ofgarsa nd we 0 r e nirgg.tOh,Imy goshwe 6 weé nn ot
winning this thing @ figuredé

By 1967, especially into early sixsight, | would think that the student
protestors were saying things ljketts not j ust t halhisisvedr e |
the wrong warThis is not a just wab.Were you hearing that

Some of that, but not muclhat really came about after Tet6 1 | ,t el | you
when that really started was even latenttiat after some of the Vieam

vets came back and startetling about what they were finding over there and

so forth.

But | would saybefore Tet, the countrpr at least me and most
everybody in it, was pretty well behind the governmev thoughtWell, if
we dondt go over t her eanother Hored where thenet hi n
Chinese grwhateverthe Russians will come down atake over South
Vietnam and then blah, blah, blgbo we thoughtwe | | , it 6s a good
doand web6re doi.ng the right thing

But then after a while, | would say after Tatn d we 6d been t he
fewyearsand we st i |l | themevergbodythoughivellni n g,
somet hi ngds wr o nTge most poReful coantrykin thetwerld e .
takes on a fairly small, backward counmayn d we 0r e Whyts wi nni ng
that?

That 6s about the time you got there, s
we get you ther€Phillips laugh. | did want to ask you about a couple of

ot her events that youdneleforadndenaaltgr al | ud
you graduatedMartin LutherKinggs assassinated on April

| remember thatt happened just before | graduatétived in a house with

ten guys and we had one black guy who lived with H&s name was Horace

Box. | remember the name very wealoraceactuallywasderided by his

friends for living with usHe was a track star, and he just happened to live
withusbut his fri endteomichdndét care for th

Why? They thought he should live with other blacks?

Yeah &solutely.They would never aoe over to be withygsnd we di dnot
go over to be with thenNow Horace dighe functioned in both

environmentsThey wanted him to live over there, but he liked living with us

and that was fine with ut was not a problenBut | could sense the tensio
betweerusjust, everin that small example

Did you understand the other point of view, their resentment to having him
live with you guys?
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| always felt that it was pretty shesighted of themlsaid tfildoesnodt

ma t

tomeoldonrdt | ook at Horace being any bett e

guys.He did the same silly thingand we did the same silly things, and we
got along togethet.went to his weddingight after we graduatetiis dad,
oddly enough, ran a barbecue standRockford.Imagine that, he made
barbecueSo | went to higlaughs)family places| love soul music and soul
food and stuff like that.

Was there barbecue at the wedding?

Yeah.Oh, absolutelyOh, it was wonderful food at the weddiye all went,

and | think we were the only white people théieen he went to a wedding

with some of our guys, and he was certainly the only black person Swere.
was a tense time for thaobody wanted to try to get along.

Did you understandll of that or was that something you kind of tuned out?

Wel | , | rleadlildyn O6dti dunnodte.r st a mltkedwh at t

Horace, and if | got to know a pers@md | liked him, I likedhiml t di dno't

matter to me whether he was blackiot, but it mattered to thert.seemed
l i ke it mattered more to them than

You say them and ut mattered more to the blacks than it did the white
student8

Yeah.That carried over in the Army tow/e saw that consistentlyhe blacks
tended to congregate with each other in the Army, and they did in college too.
They lived togetherthey liked to socialize togethehey did everything
togetherand t hey di dithink alotva mytfrietispandrcertainly

0

me, would have mixed markad we had an opportunitguti f t hey di dno

want to be around us, I di dnot want
want to be around me.

| saw that for yearsn lines and so forth in the militaryhe bla&s
tended to congregate together, stay together, stick togstiugalizetogether
[more] than the other3here were some guys from tBeuthwho were very
tense about thjgnd then other guys like mewhdd i dndét real ly
the tension ther& here was a lot of tension between this groupthedthe
blacks and that continued through Vietm. They did everything together.
They trusted each other.

| never had problems with themther than one time when they
refused to go on a missigas a grop. Theyabsolutely refused to go on a
mission, and Cambodia was the missibine entire group in our battalidn
There must have been thirty, forty, fifty of théngot togetherand they
refused to gol remember the officers going over to talk to them aglting at
them and threatening theifhe commander went over there, thattalion
commanderandtalked to themCome early in the morningvhen we left,
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they were still sittingthete dondét know whdrevehsawp pened
them againT h a t averst thdt kesaw of that.

DePue: Do you know what they were saying about why they refused to go?

Phillips: They just said that this is not our wathink theyé fi Wy should we get
killed?0 A n dm thirdking,Well, yo uedimnthe Armyyou 6 r e amn Vi et n
Tha 6s t he c hreamplace likgthish 6tma k @ ki ngHedk,kHi s ¢ ha
dondt want to get shot anyywwbdwe ddtant
do, and this is just one of those things that comes up inTlifey were not

going to do it.
DePue Were there any blacks that went on the mission?
Phillips: Not in our battalionYes,therewere.l saw some lateTherewasno problem

but that group that was in our battali@f.course we were all together on the

air strip waitingtogothenextdal dondét know how this a
what | was close to it, but not real clogevas frankly surprised. di dn 6t

know what would happehthought Holy smokesYo u Gnrthee Army in a

combat situation and soldiers telling youréfuse to go@

DePue: But when the unit came badkey never showed up in the unit again?
Phillips: No.No.No.I donét know where they went.
DePue: Therew e r eamy@umos about court marshals or being sent tademworth

or anything like that?

Phillips: We heard staes of that, but | could never verifyit. d o n 6It &Kindmwa t
know; | never knew what happened to them after that.

DePue: Let 6s go .Ohisch&d beeo right af@@u graduatedtés in the
middle of the primary for the Republicans and Demagratd by this time
LBJ [President LyndomainesJohnsohhad bowed out of the whole thing, so
i t @vsle-openprimary.June, right after the California primary, Robert
Kennedyis assassinated.

Phillips: Right. | thought that was a fishy deal, going to mghis, being shot on a
motel room.
DePue: That would have been Martin Luther King.
Phillips: Yeah.That was Martin LutherKingr o u 6 r e t al k iAnthe timeblout RF

didndét thihkmoh Anhythengore knowl edgeas

9 TheUnited States Disciplinary Barracksopularly known aseavenworth is a military correctional facility,
the only maximum security prison for military personnel of all branches, locatedroheavenwortha United
StatesArmy post inKansas (https://&.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Leavenworth)
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now than lwas thenThat seemed a little more cut and drietiere the guy
just shot him in a pantry, and they had the,gunike MLK, when they had
the guy, but then he later saidW¥& | | | @ andtrer@ tvas d lot ofi t
controversy about it.

| figured his was all kind of wrapped up togetheknew that there
was some sort of huge policjeecisionghatwerebeing made or thought
about or whatevet know that King, while he was neriolent,was basically
against the Vietam War and that probably wagery threatening to people.
|l 6m not sur e | [IRRKe wrolzbly would havé votedhifat t h e n
him. | liked RFK. I thought he was a very appealing guy, smart.

DePue: This would have been your first election | would guess.

Phillips: ProbablyYeah.But | donot t[RicharndkM.]Nixoegote n v ot ed.
electedand | thought Nixon was kind of a colorless guy, just sort of a cold
personl was hoping, becausbkdy started talking about peace in sigtght.|
t hi nk t hat 6 Feavehalkkahreallytstarted beystaged talkingl
thought,Oh, boy if they wrap this thing up before | get in théreDf course,
that didndét happen.

DePue: |l dondt know t hat lcouldéddeas wrang,tbw bthodghtr i n g
that started with Nixon.

Phillips: It did, with Nixon.

DePue: Sixty-nine is when he gdb office. A lot of the things that you hear about that

timeframe now is that Americans were starting to woy\dérat in the

wor |l ddés hapANeenien g otto ru W& oésv @ rnbedeh ea lslt r e «
assassination¥.ou, being a student of history, at leasere you kind of in

tune with that?

Phillips: | felt that there was something swimming around at a very big level that |
di dndét know ab o BYthistimeldasgretty eergtheo w o f .
JFK assassinatioh. wa s n 0 {Johs HarveylOswald did all of that that
they said he diceventhenl 6d r ead some of the early
and that judge from New Orleans and whatevers o | was flieh sur e
MLK , he was real} sticking his neck outvith this opposition to the military
and | di dabdutHodvethatwknaw nbwabout his involvemenn
all that®

10 30hn Edgar Hoovewas the first dectorof the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the United States
and an American law enforcement administrattwover has been credited witbunding anduilding the FBI

into a larger crimdighting agency than it was at its inception and with instituting a number of modernizations
to police technology, such as a centralized fingerprint file and forensic laboratories Later in life and after his
death, Hoover became a cantersial figure as evidence of his secretive abuses of power began to surface.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Edgar_Hooyer
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J. Edgar Hooesr.

Yeah.Then whenRFK was killed, | thoughtHoly smokesit just seeméike

t h e yustwigng the slate clean of people from that persuasion or whatever.
Theyore just getltidnrgdliyigidw or evenimaabine of t he
there was any connection to them whatsoever, but it was very obvious to me

that things weredppening on &ig-time national policy level that | certainly

was not aware of.

And thenyou graduate from college in the summer of seight and all of
this politics is going to have a direct bearing on your future.

(laughs) Actually, | got married in Juneight after | graduatedvhichwas
sort of very common those days get married after you graduated.

Tell me about your wife.

She was one year younger than me in college, at ISU.
Met her there?

Met her thereMet her in college.

What was her name?

Kathy, with a K.

Her last name?

Her maidenname was Weisenbachhats a good German name for yaMe
dated the last few years in collegad then | graduatednd she wagoing to

go another year. | was fully expecting to just go right into the Atmfact, |

was slated to go into the Army about a week, maybe ten days, after we were
married in August.So | had my little bag packexhdkissed her, said) Wi,

| 6 m owayomy

| go to Chicagpand oddly enough, a couple of things happeReadt
of all, this was during the Democratic National Convention in Chiceagjat
in the middle of all that historical stuffith the police and the dogs and the
riots, and holy smoke There were thousands of college kids roaming the
streetswearing football helmets and | .idwas rota gé&od tome to
be a college studentin Chicagof you di dndédt have anyt hi
That was, of course, after | was turned dowgdanto the Army, which really
mystified me.

| was going through the buildiregain,for the second timerou go
through a lot of the same stuéind they do a complete medical chegkof
you. And one of the young doctgreewas asking me questions aibo
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childhooddiseases t ol d him | 6d had Hasaldhma when
A Yu had®| said,i ¥ah, | had asthma when | was a child, used to wheeze all
the time and so forthHesaidih ® you have aobsdidicM,br 6s | e

di dndt k ddowe any goadblaishidfi W& | | , l 6l Ll amml | vyo
going to certify you as medically unfit at thistiméou get a ,doctor 6
and weol | gi ve yoWeldwastuhmaxedlthouigf er me nt

Holy smokesls it that easy or whateve(2aughsg

Then | go out of the buildinghenright in the middle of all this riot
and everythingl have to wait a couple hours for my traia go backSo |1 6 m
just going in buildingstrying to stay away from everybody until | can get to
the train stabn and get out of therdhen | go home

| never expe@dto comehomes o | 6d made nol pl ans
talked to my dagand he saidh ¥u need to get a job right away, a teaching
job.0 Of course, | had a &ehing certificatel said fiDad, this is he third week
in August.Schoolis starting nowo He called a couple of peoplde said fil
want you to call the superintendent from Pontiac Elementary tomarrow.
Okay, 0 | called himand he saidi @Gme up to my officeHow soon can you
be her@ol said i W, about an houd.He said i Godo

| go in his office and sit theyand we talk for just a minutele said
AWatki nd of certi fli csaatied,d di Syi ud trhhaaoeugch
trained high school history teachesith some German language sk |Aisd. 0
he said, fASi x tlhrsoauigdile sddyeaMw.led, , hludwe g o
job foryouo!l s a ealy’?d Hefls&d iiYeah,|l need you to teach sixth
graded |l said i Widtdo,lteachkPkHe s ai d, f Ewariyt, h ifinh.ad
do you mearteverything®? éle saidfi E v e r yEndtish and math and
sciehcgaiod, Al dve never Mabnadnty woaurys e
Youodl I know mor(@ughshan t hey know. 0

He takes me to this school where th
She was bradh new, and she lasted exactly three dapere was a tough
bunch of kids from across the tracks in this particularrddm. s ai d, fAl 6V e
to have a Imamaitd,acih@k a avas pgreftydespesater g uy .
needed a job and whatevirworked out pretty goodWe got along after we
came to an agreement as to who was the boss and all that.

Youdiscussedvh o 6s going.to be in charge

| figured out quick who was the biggest, meanest, roughest kid in the class,
and his name was kshaw.What was his first namdZorget. | said

fiHinshaw, there used to be a lady named Hinshaw that used to babysit me
when I was littleOHe saidi at 6 s myol spid i@ Batym@Oh,

yeaho
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| knew the family history for this boyrhe reason hevas so mean all
the time was his father just beat him unmercifully and was goneHisot
motherw a s Bslh e wa s é& $hé was in angl @itlellived with his
grandma, and his grandma took care of I8/ just tucked that away in my
memory bankandt he f i rst ti me we <c¢l ashed, |l s
going to have tbecabdldyodbogé¥ondakh!|l 0 my
could have done anything you want¥eu could have swatted him until the
cowscomehomeand it woul dn 0 tseboaddewabbiggeh e r e d
t h

than me anywayBut calling hisgrandmawa s ée HHi dnét want a
| did call his grandmgand she came todiscussion or came tma

understanding with himthe nextddy¢ came i n and said, fAL

dondt call mmyr @r awe@dnlal acnyme Wewanen agr e

toanagreemepa nd | di dmobetprobiieans ie theackasgnd |

didnodét call ¢@otaughyttavorieafypneho rda.dndt have

wrestle him or anythingAnyway, that was teaching thgtar.

| knew that theythe Army] were going to get back to me pretty quick,
and they did, within a month or sbhey saidfi WIl, you got your lettér &
was trying desperately to get a letter because the doctor who treated me was
dead, longdead,solaws n 6t goi ng t o ,aneétheyweneyt hi ng |
lining up for me againTheysaidin W 61 | | et you finish the
out of your teachingjabYo u 6 r e o ur soAangda itnh a tndé sJ uwnhea t
happenedBy the end of the school yeam June | was gone, midlune.This
time, no asthma, none of that stuféailed right through the physical this
time.

By 1969 there was ov&00,000troops on the ground in Vieam.

Oh, yeahOh,yeahAnd everybody that heydigured n t he
50 percent of everybodiyn the Army thendoing anythingwas going to

Vietnam.l thought mapel 6 d have a s holbecassewedqi@adat o Ge
lot of troops go to Germanyhad language skills therglus | had a college

degreeWell, neitheroe of t hose di d me,naneafi ckel 6s
them.

You would have been drafted for two yedfgiou had enlisted in the Air
Forceor Navy, it would have been threeyeadshy di dnét you cons
that?

| did; I would have But again, there were so many people on what they called

t he waiting | i sTheythadatistdf gugsevioolwdntedtb g et
join, and they went through them by order of when you signel upc oul dn ét
move up on the list.

In other words, arfyody who was going to be drafted was going either to the
Army or the Marine Corps?
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Yeah.l never even heard of anybody being drafted for the Air Force or the
Navy.

| want to go backo just a couple more questions aboutdbeenocratic

conwention and you being right in the midst ofAfter all of that, Dan Walker

helped write a report, and he ended up saying in that report that this was a

police riot whichdi dndét make Mayor Richard J. Dé¢

| can tell you that | caremember seeing the policEheyworepowder blue

helmets, and they all were armed with,bang night sticksnot the night

sticks that you see now, but night sticks about three feet Tovege were

substantial instrumentkcan vividly see them becaai$ was closé The train

station was close to a rallying point for the studehitere wasthousands of

them therel was just inching along the side of the building, trying to stay

away from everybody.was only two or three blocks from the train statibon

was just trying to stay out of everybddg | knew | wasndt goin
because they were all busy.

But | can remember the police just wading ititem,the studentsand
just flailing away A lot of the students had on football helmets, notyarm
helmets, butike football helmets to try to protect themselviesaw a few of
them when theyddhelhddwthhewt ¢pandsg@as nt c
theni f t he cr owd coul dThatwénebpok and forthr ow t h e
saw them turn over eouple of cars.

The students?

The students, yeaBut it seemed to me like T h[theypolice]would just
wade right inwithout much provocatigrotherthan yellingat them, cussing

at them, and just stanthackingon them. | saw a wholeunch of them
[students]get whacked pretty good with one of those night stigks! get hit
once or twice with one of those night sticksn d y o ul@vasgustllaing t .
the best | could to just stay away frombigcause | was the right agsthe

restof those guys.

And you didnét have a football hel met

| did not have a football helmdtwas just trying to stay the lowest profile |

coud but it was pcanerdmiergberghle polisgalkihgo me é

down the streearm inarmwi t h tThey lsadog a shieldsome sort of

shield with their powder blue helmetbey hadand those big night sticks

Theydd wade ri ggmtdEehetyd dt yel ¢r awds hem w
bullhorns for a while and tell them to disperse and alltfen t hey 6 d
[studentsly e | | back thi ngslsawhfaewVietnansesedt very
flags, Viet Cong flagswith the yellow star.

What was your reaction to seeing those?
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Phillips: | thought that was way outofline. dondét car e . Thdiadill t hey t
our countryand that was an enemy that we were fightifgat di dno6t hel
sympathy for the studentsven though lwasonethdn. di dndét | i1 ke t |

DePue: If youwould havehad todecideabout which side you would want to be on,

which side would you have come down on?

Phillips: Probablythe government, the policer whatever.
DePue: But from your description, you did think it was a police riot?
Phillips: | thought they were pretty zealous in what they titdink they just waded

into those groups of kid3hey|[the police]were told,i Bu just break this

thingupl dondt c arclrhereavas nytalking t therthete was

no yelling atthem,A V€ 6 r € g o i n gand takehemawaysin paddy u
wagonsreal pleasanlike. That wasno6t (dlbeyjosgvadedn happen
and starting whaling on everybody untiley[the studentsjust got scared
enough and broke itoff. wasnot there all that | ong

DePue: Did you pay any attention to sornéthe leaders ahe protest, thguys who
became the Chicaggevenafterwards®

Phillips: | may have seen them from a distanteey were on a platform or something
like that talking to peoplel can remember one wesome kind of an
American flag as a shirt or sometpitike that! di dndét care for t
But they were a distanceawdyhes e wer e the really rad

college and stuff like that, the S[p@ople and the people who had bombed
government buildings or school buildint)/d. d i d ndare forsedentd y

taking over campus buildings and sitting inand allofthat.di dnét r eal |
what they were going to get out ofatherthan just to show that they could

doit]1 dond6ét even remember what it was al
thingstheywanted r € dondt quite remember that.

DePue: That gets us back to June of sixiye.Y o u 6 r € n ONhat dre yudrt e d .
parentssff reaction

Phillips: Well, they expected me to gbhey expected me to go the first tinhéhink
they halfexpet ed t hat | woul.dhepknewthaawhénH e s eco
didndét call them right Mwdaghadthedto t hi s

tell me about it and some of my uncles and stuff like that.

11 The Chicago Seveforiginally ChicagoEight) were defendants chargedthgfederal government with
conspiracy, inciting to at, and other charges related to &rfigthamWar and countercultural protests that took
place in Chicago, lllinois, on the occasion of the 1968 Democratic National Convention.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Sevyen

12 Students for a Democratic Soti€SDS), was an Americastudentorganization that flourished in the mid
to-late 1960s and was known for its activism against the Vietnam War. Initially, SDS chapters throughout the
nation were involved in the civil rights movement. (https://www.britaguecicm/topic/Studentfor-a-
DemocratieSociety
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About being in the military?

Being n the military and stuff like thatt ~ w a si
anything | envisionedOur group from Chicago, ||
the ones | went through chronologically at that
time, were sent to Fort Polk, Louisiahn@an ‘ _
remember sayingi b udr e going tor |k,
Louisiana, by airplané. thought Fort Polk,
Louisian®ltoldyou! 6d never really been in the
DeepSouth before. A=

b

| knew there was a base in Missouri,
Leonard Wood, and there were bases out east,
Benning and all of thoséthought,Well, you
knowé even some in Californidsort Ord and
stuff like that.Of course, | go to Fort Polk, Bill Phillipso B
Louisiana.l remember the sergeant saying taken at Ft. Polk, Louisiana in
fioh they didnot evSowe | "%t hat place.
get to Fort Polk, Louisiana, late at nigifle 6 r e oamditavab a s el at é
donot 1:@0m02¥0N the morningwe get there.

Sergeants get on the buse drill sergeantsand just start yelling at
you, nonstop | always found their repartée He things they said were kind
of cute.They were all cannetittle oneliners.! tried to remember sond
them because Ithought b ve got to rememleermauseme oaf
never heard a Idtaughs)of the thingsBut it was pretty quick.

We were mixed with a bunch of kids freemound therearound
Louisiana.So part of us were from Louisiarend the rest of us were from
around lllinois and Chicago and so fqrthere Boy, that was oil and water

therebecause, as | mentioned ye&wampr day,
PeopleTV speci al , t hat Otlsattheade guystfromm he ki nd a
Louisiana weré?3

| asked many of them, | sTheyd, 0 What
would teldl me || thofightdArait aaminatetltaisouads bke a
bad name or something likethat. s ai d, @A Wh alt 6ssa iad ,c ofioyho ua
hunt raccoons®s thatwh at y d®Nodo 0o humo Isgidht or s. 0
AWell , thike 0saii d | efjlalskamodw iifitHoiws .doo y o u

gat ¢le ?9ai d, AYou g e;yougenhabaskehalsbatlandat | e f |
fl ashll igditd, 0 AA basight@Hel shaa tdAral ifiel eaa hf. | a
you go along in the wateand when you see one, you stick the flashlight on
himand hedl | st olpenwhemdyoddo thdkt, yoa teanyweru .
and hit him on the hesai dletnieQdthdse. baseb

13 Swamp Peoplies an American reality TV series that was first broadcast in August 2010. The show follows
the dayto-day activities of alligator hunters living in the swamps of the Atchafalaya River Basihwrito
American alligators for a living h{tps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swamp_People
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straight.(laughs)You shine a flashlight in their eyeand then you hit them on
the head with a basebalflThbaattd sanid .dor ag

| said, AThat sourmdd &hayipmbablgianger ou
wilingy d on 6t | uboat dotheyomuét you have to ge
t hem sontd i geisd?,0 "Oh, yeah, we have to
s omet il @mens .t ®\Whevklihaif hought they were justy ou kn o w,
pulling an old Yanke they called me Yankee bdyYankee boy(both
laugh)pulling my leg with some of that stuft.

There was a guy name Glenn Duhlard | | never forget GlI
He was a big guyhe was a big gorillade was about sixour, six-five, a big
burlyguyHe coul d Iprdodmdtl ylknow héear much he
whatever He was strong, but he was dumberthanandek. di dndét have
singlesocialskil s o this stuHd a@dwludn fhey itnige yhoiu
could not tie histieYeahhe coul d n O6He tdikedwihiiwso do i e .
your boots reajl good to shinethemHe di dndét do t KMe br ass
couldnoHde dootwlhédndt make his bed very g

So the sergeant assigned Glenn Duhantadtee. sai d, APhi |l | i
Duhan isyours.You show him everything he needstaao | é6 m ;t hi nki ng
That s ygthrat pmbob.do®m just another one of

|l hope you didndot say that to the dril

No, no, no, (laugrs) I  d i d n 6 Glenrswaays ntohta tr,ecaMe beeaxne i t e d
pretty good friendsThen, & e r y d hagehottuck Glenn in bednd

every morning | thathehvasswsanewhat presankglelihs u r e
his boots shined and the rest of the things we were supposed-e das a

messHe just didndt get it.

They were about to assign him to the gptatoon which is a
retread; they were about to recycle hjnvhich | knew would just be really
badnewsbhecause i f he had to doSothelped al | ¢
him the last weekWe got himthroughand t hey di dhat 6assihegr
name of the group, the retreadey call them the goon platodrthought
that was another one of those dimers that | thought was real cute.

He finally graduatedHis family came to the graduatignst like the
Beverly Hillbillies[19621971 Amercan TV sitcom about a southern hillbilly
family].2*1 swear, they came on a flatbed truakd grandma was in a chair.
wasnodt a rltavaskonerofghose bhaiike you have in your front
room, a padded chdike that sitting on the back of #hatbed truck.The

14 The Beverly Hillbilliesvas an American sitcom television series originally broadcast on CBS from 1962 to
1971.The show had an ensemble cast that played the Clamppttsy hackwoods family from the Ozarks
region who move to posh Beverly Hills, California, after striking oil on their land.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beverly_Hillbilli¢s
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whole family was there, the sisters and all thtkought,Man oh man.
(laughs) They wer@

Was Glenn a high school graduate?

| 6 mé nguésshewas d o n O6Ma kmeo wh en thosegaydthere

were some of thra in there that had been given choices by judigisnk

theydd had some yout hful .iAnddnstsadofet i on s
getting into really bad troubléhey [the judgeskaid fi ¥u can go to jail or

join the Armyo | think Glenn was in thtacategoryHe decided to join the

Army ratherthangotojafio r what ever Hiet digntde dd echd h
mention it, but | think he got into an altercation with somebody and insulted
somehing;l dondt know.

Were you the rare bird in your plato who was a college graduate?

Oh, no.As amatteroffagi 6 m pr et t yOperoentef oww guyshima d
our company olL00pluswere college graduateBhat was pretty unusual

stuff for the military at that timel'he reason they had all teeguys was that
they were just taking themi g h t as soon a®tfieg graduated from
college, especially in June of sixiyne Right after they graduate hey 6 r e
gone just like meQOur particular group for a little while wad@t of college
graduates.

| think if you were talking about sixtgeven or certainly sixtgix, marriage
would have gotten you a deferment.

Right Gr aduat e school ,awads nbdeti nggo i nmagr rtioe dd ow ¢
it. Now, if I had a child, that would have donet , but t hat didnodt
until later.The college graduates, we were kind of an unusual gemgowe

kind of stuck togethekVe tried to stay in the back of the formations and just

kind of go with the flow and not make any big deal about beinglegel

graduateTheir favorite name for us was college pukes.

They beingyour fellowsoldiers?

The drill sergeantslhe drill sergeants would call u$ A you college pukes

can step oyt and we knew that was going to be b@dh e y 6 dd usadutitay | e

do this or do that becausWe tdhedyn 6cdti dsnabyt
anything or do anyt hi Sgwejubttriedtotjustey | ust
go with the flow andl o rsd@ytanything that would aggravate them.

When you fist were drafted, were you all thinkihgh at youdr e headi
infantry?

| think everybody kind of had that in mind/e knew that there waslaalf
million soldiers in Vietnam, and we also knew that they rotated everySe@ar
every yeary o \e@ot to have a half a million new peopl&now some
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people stayedovern d s o me pte oypd weév 8100,anewt o have
people say,every otheryealf hat 6s a | ot of people to

| think we all figured we were going to Viethameway or anotheand

when you were in Fort Polk, that was the home of the infadidier at
Tigedand® We figuredwell,t hey 6r e just going to gr a:
down the street for advanced infantry training, and that will be Amak that

did happen to most of them.

DePue: You said to begin with nobody seemed to like Fort Poltow would you
describe the place?

Phillips: The barracks were from World War Theywere twastory barracks, one big
room, not a door in the plagether than in ash out.The latrined the word
they use for the bathro@® was just one big showerhen they hadike
stools you sit oywith not a door in therrall around the side of the rootth.
you havendt done,withthityothey meople matrgenn 6t | i v
to wash and shawa brush your teethAnd you all got to do this in about ten
or fifteen minutesunless you get up
early, which | tried to dpbecause
ot herwise youThei d
building was awfullt was sandy there.
Ther e was ngiass imthab |
Forttl dondét think,
general 6s | awn.

DePue: | had the impression it was wet and
almost a jungle kind of environment
versus being dry.

Phillips: It was in certain place§Vhere we had
our basic training company, it was just
sardy. It was almost liké | t W a S Pphivdte Hilfbs, attending a basic training

swampy sand. thabrtof stuff no class on field-stripping the M-14 rifle, June

. ! ) oL 19609.

grass nothing, no air conditionind.

donot t hi nk | ever saw air conditionin

| remember another cute little stofijhe mess cook, the head cook,
was from Alabamalt wasrequired before you went into the mess hall,
everybody had to stop at the door and sing one velS&iaf before you
couldgoinor you ®ifdnyou ecitdnotDixis,yjoug one Ve
wer enot AtérsnlthogghtiThs.is kind d silly. But that was what

151n 1962, Fort Polk began converting to an advanced infantry training cArgenall portion of Fort Polk is

filled with dense, jungldike vegetation. This, along with Louisiana's heat, humidity and precipitation, helped
commanders acclimatize new infantry soldiers in preparation for combat in Vietnam. This training area became
known as Tigerland h{tps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Pojk

16 Dixie is a popular song in the Southern United States. It is one of the most distinctively Southern musical
products of the 19th century. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dixie_(song))
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we had So, everybody from New York or wherever, Chicago, sang one verse

of Dixie. A lot of them had to learn a verse of Dixie to go in and Ha¢n you

had about ten minutes to edbu were in anaut of there just as faét| still

eatfastTo t hi s day | e a tthafl a swto nlbd c dhwlasyee It G M
it. laugr)l dondét know whlahink thehwerelustdoingit s h wa
to aggravate you.

That 6s an overwhel ming memory of mi
Of course, youor e dpouthwashungtyalltthetinfe physi
And, of <course, you c olwhsstfingthgf@td anyt h
down just as fast as | possibly couldised to be a picky eatdrecause
basically | was tread like an only child at home because my brothers and
sisters were all oldeand they were gonélearned a whole lot in the Army
about not being a picky eatdust eat it and go on.

Do you think that whole experience was effectivéurningyou into a soldier
from a civilian?

It was.lt leveled meoutAf t er youbdre in college for
well and thColgkegé kfeot hmeé éwasnodt real
at it and made sure | did okdy. wa s n 6 tAAdestudent or whatgver but

| was goodandl knew what | had to dand | did it and | helped others do it.

It wasgood for mebecause you go into the Arpgnd they like to just level
everybodyoutev er ybody 66l ¢ ihhre Bwalman anwme me, we
It did.

Looking back on it, thelikesthhgnga | ot o
Dixie. | can remember the sergeants used to love to have us water thé grass.
would say latgrassPDePue laughsy her e i s nd®Bo, whatwg gr as s
would do is wewould get our helmetsind fill it with water and get it out
and throw it into the sand around the barrat¥s.would do silly things like
that all the timeT h e n  w eééWhat daaywuecall those thingghenyou
pick up cigarette butés some kind of caft

Police call.

Police call, yeahWe had innumerable ofthosef cour se you wer en
allowed to smokeYo u ¢ o u | d mhéydid,ouiveckl e dW&dd wal k
around the buildings and pick up anythingwefaund dondét know, | u.
constant litle things.

Then the sergeant came in one day,
want to paint the inside of the barrackée 6 r e goi ng to lhave an
figured,Well, okay Then he said h&é Gompany funds a little lightdo We
needed to kickn some money to buy pairtfigured that was a little light on
authenticity thergbut | was going to kick in m$5.000r whatever it tookLo
and behold, we never got any paint and never painted the baiéekid our
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i nspecti on wi sapamyhing(both lawgmJdst gb with thé t
flow, you know, suff like that.

He might have been paing his tonsils with some of that money.

| imagine he was collecting some monkig was going out or whatevdut |
knew en o u gdouldgetby witholasinglfive buckend whatever

| remember payday was interestiivgqpud go up andpaydaytheyd d
actuallygiveyoucashou é6d go up to where t he c¢comg
and youo6d . Thteyrod iyrellli maut y @wpaylhame an
wasnot alfivasblog I1odtd. b éut theyd dgive it te youlin
cash.thought, WellSoy ou di d have money, but you
anything with it.I never got anyplace to buy anything with i’ hey stopped
giving youcash somewhere along the line in the Army when | was there.

I f you watch t he theréwdre pnabably afewpokerou d6d s ay
games and crap games going on.

Oh,yeahl donét r ec,at | |véiskenindhent, betieheart

liked to do stuff like thatBut | was too doggone tired when we were ddhk.
wasnodét hel ping Glenn Duhan or whatever
was justtredSo we di dndot do a | ot oBvent hat, a
on weekendstheyalways seemed to fill us out.

We had one weekend where we got off from Saturday afternoon to
Sunday a6:00, and my wife drove down to visit megot Saturday night off
that was a real treat.

|l didndédt ask you what thelryright aftergydut ab o u
got married.

Not much not much at allShe wanted me to go to Canablsaid il 6 m n o't
doing that(laughs)No way am | doing thab.She saidfi 6u could get

killed.0 | said A ¥ah, | know Butlsaididl 6 m n o hatodleeiwasgent

passive and pacifist aboutth&th e di dndét car eneverdid. h f or

What happened after thatPhere did you go for your specialty training?

Right after thatl was assigned to Fort Sam Housttungo to medatal

training.| remember talking to the company clerk before | lefaid,iiMe

and one other guy in the whole company were the ordytiat went to

medical trainingto be a mediéAnd Isaidi WWer eds t hi s medi cal
in?2l  dondt hrencein medigine enarything like thaaAnd the

ot her guy di dndt Hehwasore ofthoseguysfmme degr e e
LouisianaSo havi ng a d ddgsaid,@heyjustseedhbw ndany i t .
people they need and this and th&te had a couple guybat were truck
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drivers and a couplef guys theywere clerksand the rest of them went into
the infantry, probabl®0 percent.

DePue: What would you have preferred?

Phillips: I knew | was notsothenedidaldhing kind ef intriguddemnn t r vy
| said,i W& | | , I real | y dabothtlioughtivallplwigha b out t he
make somethingoutofthif$.hat 6 s a ski | | |l didndét ha:

about But | certainly knew what it was going to be like to be in the infartry.
was glad | missethat bulletThat di dndét bother me.

DePue: Did you understand at the time thiatf y o u 6 ryeu cauld wed end @p
with the infantry?

Phillips: Oh, yeahOh, yeahOh, yeahl knew that.| knew that was a possibility, but |
thought Well, then againt her e d s ot hHospitaljg[loasefgotboi | i t i es
have peopleT her eds al | ki nds of medical peo.j

unitin the ArmyN o A r myThdyalshéave medics, but they all kind of
take them from the medical groups.

DePue: Did you knaw what your MO Military Occupational Specialfywas going
to be at the time you left and headed for Fort Sam Houston?

Phillips: Yeah, 91A.

DePue: Which is medic.

Phillips: Right, basic medicAnd then when you graduate,0 u &1 R; not that that
mattes.

DePue: How was Fort Sam Houston different?

Phillips: Oh, that was infinitely better than Fort Polk, Louisiana, much more laid back.

Thisis all medical people navAnd the drill sergeants there were even more
laid back.Th e s e we r e-bitten infantty guyshna wiatever. Ad they
wer enodot meTleay wese, justsargednts, just at randbguessBut

t hese wer +bitied bnestikb the infaatry dnes were.

Then when | first got thergbefore | was assignedtoacldsh at 0 s
what they called it It was a class, not a group or a company or whalever
they had a meeting of all the college graduates that had come in the last few
days We went to the theatefhis guy came outlresedimpeccably in this
uniform, with a purple helmete was really what they call@aTRAC
soldier!’He w hostg were shined to a gloss, poster lbtg/said fi Hw,

17 STRAC soldier is U.S. Armyslang commonly used during the Vietham War. It probably originated during
World War Il and stands for STRictly ACcording to regulations.
(https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=STRAC
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you guys are all college graduataed we just happen to need some people

with some leadership skilts. He Isfaiylgu &d | i keomeo vol un
extra training, weol I,likgyow ewnypesmanesto me e X
pass.You could come and go and live gfbst if you wanted and other things
likethatYou 6d get,asdmgowvwadé&ndt have to do
that everybody elsmight get like food detailsand..0

KP [kitchen police]

Yeah, all thatthought,Well, okay.So we did thatFor two weeks we had

special trainingreallyto be a drill sergeantt was compressed training for

drill sergeantswas whait was.At t h elt wasrpcktéy rigoroudVe 6 upe

early, marching all the timeé/Ne had to learn how to do cadence and different

things like thatWe had to learn, basically, the routine for the classes and
organizationbecause we really ran the clasSEse regular sergeanthey

just kind ofjustletus doitUnl ess t here was some probl
see them very much.

When we graduated, | remempaibunch of us, like eight of us, seven
of us, | dondét know,.Thisevasthisdlass, ancche t hi s
saidil 6m | ooking for someone to ke the <c

He | ooked around ant said, Hfdsagamodant
AYou cah dai dt ? ol Wds pretty confidehtyf. myself.
Hadndét you already | earned that you we

anything?

Yeah, | already had, butyouknowjtd s a di fference by me
rank by just volunteering and not, I figurddé m goi ng t o take a
So | did.l was the class leadeandl had two E5s and four or five corporals,

EdsWe werenot really those ranks, but w
sleevesand we had the purple helmet and all th&tat was kind of coolSo, |

got a pretty quick leadership ceerfrom the Army there.

The classes we went to were nothing like basic traintrgas pretty
seriously medical training of one kind or anotiveith combat wounds and
diseases and learning all kinds of thing& had to give each other shdts.
remembemwe were learning how to give each other shaitsve had to line up
across from each other and let the guy across from you give you & shoh
thinking,Oh,manl hope the guy across fOf om me
cour s e, ,bdrausedhe skis toagher than you thinkitjis o you donot
hit it hard enoughdHe di dndt h i, and thda neddla justistueknno u g h
there and just fell dowrstill stuckinmyarmT hen vy o upultieoutgot t o
and do alcohol all over agaiand do it againwe had to practiceOf course,
we practiced on each oth&ut you made sure that there was no air bubibles
thereand all that kind of stuffl learned a lot of neat stuff in the military.
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DePue: Was it somewhat intimidating to go through those classesving that if you
actuallygotintocombay oudd have peoplesd | ives ir
Phillips: Il think a | ot of my col | ehbendedtwtalki dnodt

this more serious than basic training, reading a compass and shooting a rifle

which | already knew how to do and stuffhat was okay, but | thought this,

He vy, I 6m not didivwei ngow thig sarfflbeckusersemee .

guy might di e f or Isooknteretly senogd. attuallyi d n ot K
studied in the classandlistened to what they were trying to say astted
guestionsjust like I did in collegeTh ey di dnét all do that,
did.

We were all pretty doggone happy, | think, to be in the medical corps
even though we knew it was going to beatentially bad jobThere was the
potential for itbeinga reasonable jolBeing around a bunch of doctérsBy
the way, down therghatwas where the basic training was for conscientious
objectors tooAll conscientious objectors went to Fort Sam Hondtwr basic
training because they all became medIEgery conscientious objector
becameanedics, not to mention all the girls in the nursing program who were
there.There was gaggle of theiflaugts) There was a gaggle of the®o, it
wasno6t too bad.

DePLe: Were you close enough to the conscientious objectors to see how sincere and
serious they were?

Phillips: No. We never mixed with them at allhey were completely separatédhink
a | ot of the guys di dnldtr ecaarlewwduocnhb tt ok
| thought it was a religious thing or whatever, but | think a ladhefguygust

consideredhemt o j ust be cowards, and they di
themd ran into some in Vietnam, and | d
objectors untilaterThey di dnét v ol uTheyeverejust he i nf

ikeusexcept they woWdditladod ¢ aheWatwas dgon .
the way to really determine those people.

DePue: What were you hearing about how dangerous the job of being a widdia
combat unit could be?

Phillips: A lot of the instructors were former medics from Vietnam @huwoeen there,
and they were trying to tell us aboutTitiey were trying to sayhis is serious
stuf. They Yaudr e iasék eRdaltloy ,h h ashfEemelyourd y 6 s
hands.They could actually live or die in your han@i&sed upon something
you do ooltoakd vedy serialisdyand | knew it could be a
dangerous joland there certainly were dangerous jadthoughjt was more
dangerous thahthought it would be in trainindt was more dangerous than |
everthought it would beBut | knew it would be dangerous.

DePue: How much were you hearing about what was going on in the war?
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Phillips: We got a pretty good dosleat,whatwas happeningdlet had already gone by
and we had the largest number of soldiers in amitye thereWe heard about
Hill 101, Hamburger Hilwith the 102 Airborne® | remember that battle and
others.Our instructors in both basic anaedic traininga lot ofthemwere
people back from NanThey would try to tell us about iMaybe they

embellishediti donolt &kemmom. say | wasnot afrai
wanttogol t hought , |l 6ve got a shot at get
DePue: You didnét wanyou o] g9t beicamd&t want to
thought it was the wrong war?
Phillips: No, no, | didhnuwtdi daobeé lavlroaid Itlohadi dn ot
take the chance of getting killed.
DePue: At this time though, did you have any doubtsuatithe validity of us being
there?
Phillips: Notreallyl knew that a | ot odandlprewpldtef di dno
people were protesting it, especially students, but | thought that was kind of
seltserving.l d o n &ftt hlart ®w8 tdoenofhieglatu swornt hey di
want to go eitherThey were protesting it because of political reasoms
ought not to be there Dbletcvaeu slee artnbesd aa c
more about it since thehanthenor before then.
I  knew t hseém tovbe widning hatbmas the most
incredulous thing to mevhy are we notwinning? coul dndét i magi n

winning a war against a nation of thatside 6 r e not fi ghting

ChinaWe 6r e f i ght i nhalfdlacounthy] berélykriew some
names, and | knew more than most as a history ndoew about Vietnam,
and | knew about the French being there in the early fittiasew abouDien
BienPhuand what happened to thebecause | kind of studied about$tOf
coursethey lost, andliey were a modern natiohhey fthe Viethamedebeat

R

the snot out of thent thought Ooh, thisisnotgood. j ust coul dnot

understand how we couldndét finish t
DePue: Was Kathy able to come down to Fort Sam Houston?
Phillips: Yeah.

18 The Battle of Hamburger Hilivas a bat# of the Vietnam War that was fought by U.S. Army and Army of

hi s

the Republic of Vietnam forces against Pdalthgugheds Ar my

the heavily fortified Hill 937 was of little strategic value, U.S. command ordered its capture by a frontal assault,
only to abandon it soon thereafter. The action caused a controversy both in the American military and public.
(https://en.wikipedia.a@/wiki/Battle_of Hamburger_Hi)l

19 The Battle oDien Bien Phuwvas the climactic confrontation of the First Indochina War between the French
Union's French Far East Expeditionary Corps and Viet Minh communist revolutiorfdréebattle occurred

between Mech and May 1954 and culminated in a comprehensive French defeat that influenced negotiations
underway at Geneva among several nations over the future of Indochina.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of Dien_Bien_Bhu

35



Wi ||

DeRue:

Phillips:

DePue:

Phillips:

DePue:
Phillips:
DePue:
Phillips:
DePue:

Phillips:

DePue:

Phillips:

DePue:

Phillips:

DePue:

am o6Bil 1 6 Phill i pslinterview# VRWVA-L-2013019

So you could live with her?

Yeah she was thereYeah we lived thereShe got a job irastore down there,

and we lived there during the trainir@n weekends f | wasndét doin
something on a Saturday and a Sunday | ha& offwas pretty ite, medical

training almost like anything elseot like basic trainingThey treated/ou

more as a person and as a professional rather than just a number or whatever.

Did you get leave?

No. Well, wait a minutel got leave after basicdining, or after medical
training before Vietnaml.got two weeks leave.

When was this?

| would say it was late December of shitine.

Did you and Kathy come back to lllinois?

Yeah, we came back to lllinoiShe was goig to live with her parents.
When did you find out you were heading to Vietnaifter all of this?

| knew that about twahirds of the way through in medical trainingheyhad
basically split everybody yjin]to the ones who were goinggo to different
things and the ones that were going to Vietndiatnam probably had about
60 percent, maybe a little motlean everybody, than the otheBame people
would man hospitals in thetates, the really lucky oneSome went to
Germanyor Koreabecause all units needed medics.

Did you have some that definitely wanted to go to Vietham?

| dondt remember anybodyotwdugh) laternt ed t o
when | was in Vietnam, | had some people who liked it and wanted to stay

and would reup, and they did reup.Isawthatl coul dnét bel i eve
they did.They liked that stuff.

What was the plan for Kathgnce you both knew you were heading to
Vietnam?

She was going to go home and live with parentsand she was going to try
to get a teaching jglsince she had her degree now and her certififatet,
she was a home ¢economicsjmajor, and shevould get a jolin aé | think
shewas looking for a job in a sewing store, to teach sewing or soméitkeng
that even be a waitress, mayde dondét know.

Was there any discussion about starting a family?
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No. We talked about it, butIsgid diiNd6 s not r ealkt pysargaoddy
talk about that when | get badlgnd so on and so fortBo | said  his 15 not
a good timed

| t sounds | i ke she was concerned that

I thinkshewasl was concerned | warsnstt goi ng
donodot.Tkkantodvs t hited o r to b é lehmik kwasanere scared

of being maimed or disabled than being killBeing killed, you know(claps
hands)deadOf cour se, thatds nmdsttindse way it

anyway.
As a medic, youoOre going to | earn that

That 6sl rdigdhnét know that, but | was afr
two legs blown off ofose my sight.Those sorts of things just wear on you

not t he one baph ed;dhaady dMhéniyau gdito war, you just

dondt know whateandtacedo e jgostihgdoiwdétsehave
dondt care what Kkand das prétty Historgcallpyi ng you h
oriented, military historyl knew about stuff like thaBut knowing about it

and being there is different.

When did you deployand fow did you get there?

| wentinearlyJanuary. t hi nk it was the day or so
went to California, to Oakland base, whatever they called@atland Army

Base] It was the staging arebasically for everybody going to Vieam.They

took your regular clothes and gave you all jungle kit, jungle uniforms, jungle

boots, andsoonandsoforfh at 6 s a g dbedyodgeyona r s O .
plang and you go acros¥Ve wentt 0 € L e t fdom therete Qkinawa,

stopped there, and theve went to Saigon.think there was one stopover.

Did you go commercial?

It was a commercial plane, but it was a chartered fllghtas all military.It
wasnot American Airlines or something
go to Vietnam.They must have made some sort of deal with them.

But stewardesses?

We had stewardesse® drinks. T he y 0

y give you a coke ar
liquor (laughs). They woul dang

d
a¢fthaj.i ve you
What was it like on tht aircraft?

Ever ybodyds | ust Therewete somgpeaple dhotwéré n ki n g .
reading and some were laughingnd some were talking about®tome guys
had big talkil 6 m goi n g 6tno gdoo ntghAndsome guyst hat .
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wer e jeywsdrédarhdt cryi ng, butThelyWeeeyustwer e |
i @ mygostoAndme?l di dndét know what dibdenpeck:
was completely unknowiBut | had some experience with thgbing to

Norway.
DePue: But you had to think this codilbe quite a bit different from going to Norway.
Phillips: Yeah, this is going to be a different déale get there, and you get off of the

plane and just a blast of heat hits ydt. i s .0ff W h etwWHoty sngokes
This place is hot_et me tell youijt was hot.You get your geaand they sort
of shuffle you aroundY ou go to the first big
repo depot they call itA repode pot 0 s
replacement place.

The first thing you do is you have
your orders in a big foldeand you go there
and you stand intie, and you stand in line
You give them your order§hen they
shuffle you off to infantrymedics, artillery, ~ fiupon arri ving then

. . . s o | d Aneericandbmoney was
whatever in this big room. taken, except pennies. The money

given to them in return was called

. Milit P t Certificates. Th
| went over tathe medics tabl@nd | yere aftemmbis foral

was standingtherdh er e youodr e dangsiingtnn engd .- ot 0

a division in Viethaml 6 m ut@sure lgow many divisions there were

maybe fifteen divisions therd? d o n ¢ dfferénhooesSo me | 6 d been
familiar with. | was familiar with the 101st Airbornéwas familiar with 82nd
Airborne | was familiarwith Big RedOnel wa s n 6 withtha2bth | i ar
Division of Tropic Lightningl 6 d n e v e rThey wegerfront Hawain .

and then the cavalry groups, 11th Armored Jawndver seen them before.

| was assigned to the 4th Infantry Divisjevhich was in the middle of
the country not in the rice paddieslthough we saw some, not many of
them, and it was kind of mountainolisbheard of théV Division or Big Red
One What do they call them in Afghanistamhey call them the 4th ID now,
but we never used that term.

DePue: ID standing br Infantry Division.

Phillips: Right, right. | was there a couple of dgymd then | went by airplane to
Pleiku, which was the division base camp at the tikive. got out of there
You get on trucks and blah, blah, bldahen we go to theepotdepo for he
4th Division yeah, in the middle of the country.
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DePue: We 6 ve got Thisigidl orpZlarea central highlands area?
Phillips: Uh-huh.Now Qui Nhon was place we went all the tim&ght here.
DePue: Right on the ocean.

Phillips: Yeah.There was a road there called Highway i&ween Qui Nhod

somewhere along the¥eto Pleiku That was the main resupply avenue for
Pleiku other than airplaneSomewhere in the middle there is the Ming Yang
Passwhi ch |1 6d act,soméwhee intienmoglenb er e d

DePue: What the name of it again?

Phillips: Ming Yang Pasd.remembered it from the Frendar because the first time
| passed through the Ming Yang Pass on a truck, they had a huge white cross
up on the top of a mountaihsaid,i W a t 6 ®r?aThegdaidii T at 6 s
where thel,000Frenchmertheyburiedthere,after they were all ambushed in
the Ming YangPassvhi ch youdre goiolgpd,iOmr ough ri
really® fiYeaho They had the big croswhich you saw every time you went
up anddown the highwaywh er e t heyd6d ambushed a big
French soldiers during that warhey killed aboutl,0000f them.That was a
famous battlel looked it up.That was the real thing really happenedf
you look at the movi&Ve Were Soldis, that first opening session is about
that?* What they did was, they would stop the first vehicle and the last vehicle
on the roagand then nobody could getaroundthdme n t hey 6d | ust

on you.
DePue: | saw that, the first episode, or the fitst

Phillips: The first part of the movieNeWereSoldiers.

DePue: It was about the French being ambushed?

Phillips: Yeah right.

DePue: Because this is a story about one of the first American units in Vietnam.

20Thell Corpswas a corpsized famation of the United States Army that was active in both World War | and
World War Il. It was originally formed and fought éime Western Front during World War | and was also the
first American formation of any size to see combat in North Africa or Eudaping World War 1.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ll_Corps_(United_States)

21 A French unit on patrol in Vietnam in 1954, the final year of the First Indochina War, is ambushed by Viet
Minh forces, probably the Battle of Mang Yang Pass. The Viet Mimmneander orders his soldiers to "kill all
they send, and they will stop coming." Eleven years later, the United States is fighting the VietnakfeWar.
Were Soldiersvas a book and then a movie about the first major battle of the American phase of theaVietna
War and thesoldierson both sides that fought it. (https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0277434/)
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Yeah, t.Bathégsywhoasée commander had studied the French

War because he wanted to know how these people were fighjisg.

remember that little episode, but that is exactly where we would go all the

time, was through this padswas high mountains up on both sideg] an

youdre just kind olft swaasknontg wergyhth arhd o
shooting at you from the mountain tops and move in.

What was the vegetation like in that area?

We tried to move the vegetation back from the reath gracers and stuffas
much as we could.

You always hear about triple canopy jungle.

That | saw in the infantrylriple canopy jungle simply means that the trees
are growing together on tofi actually blocks out the lighit becomes fairly
shaded there because it blocks it out.

But that wasnoét n areurdPlsika andthgceritrdle v eget a
highlands?

No. Butif you got into the mountaingou would see that, which we did.

You talked abougetting to the 4thD and then going through thepo depot
there againPick it up from there.

After therepo depatl was assigned to an armor battalibwas really

surprised atthatt knew t here werendt many ar mor
There were tanks thebait not a lot of tankslhere were more APGarmored
personnektarrierd thantanksltés not | i ke vy desértore i n t
something like thafThe tanks were mainly stuck ontheroadh ey coul d
go into the rice paddieSometimest was difficult for them to just go banging
through the jungleThey could knock over a lot of trees, but if you had a tree
that was two foot in diameter, that might slow your tank d@laumghs) So we
tended to stay on the roads all the time.

he
n ot

What was the utf?
1st Battalion, 69th Armor.
Were you signed on to a company

Yeah, Headquarters Comparihe Headquarters Company had their own

little group oftanksThen we hadé They called them
think. Then there waa scout platoon. What was their name? | have a patch

from theméKit Carson Scouts or some sSO
APCs and kind of check the territory o
like that. Those were the real guhg guys. Thosaere thé
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The outs.

Yeah(laughs) Those were the guys whodd been t

most about what was going on there.

My understanding ithe scoutsaresomething like aarmored unit or a
mechanized infantry uniTheywould be a little bit lighterT hei r | ob

was n

necessarily to go into heavy combat, but it was to find where the enemy was.

Right rightt You6r e t al ki ng about LRRPs, t
into later, which idongrangepatrols or long-rangepenetration.

Long rangreconnaissangaatrol, | think it is.

00,

LRRP?Those were guys who would just basically go into the jungle and look

and listen and really avoided contabhen we had what was it® another
group oflike rangertype peoplewho we ran across and so fartihat would

do that same kind of thindhey would go in and just look and listen and
really avoid contact if theycould ecause t here wer &nod
LRRP group only had, I think, four peoplehey were not a big group of
people These souts, this was like a platoon, twesftye, thirty of them.

And they were part of the battaliotorrect?
Yeah they were part of our armor battalion.
What platoonwere you assigned then in theneadquarters?

In theHeadquarterS&roup they would assign me to whoever needed it at the
time, at first.

So you could be going out with one of the line companies?

| went out with the ARVN$Army of the Republic of VieNam]a couple of

t ve

times, which is the Sout h anyneedids.amese,

And then the Koreans$ went out with the Koreans sometimaxl the
different groupslt depended on what they were doitigseemed like one of
the platoons waalways back in the reawith their vehicles being under
repair.

Tell me about your first impressions of going out with the ARVN.

Not too positive, reallyThe ARVN soldiers would steal from uBhey would
steal your food or your ammo omtches or whatevein actual combat
situations, they were not aggressive.ey di dndt do They e
di dndt speg&anouwel dingm@dtgehave very
speak very much Vietnamedewas pretty plain to us that they todéed us
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but di d,whith alWaykbethereds andme.This is your countryités
not my country.

Were they committed to winning?

| don 0t Theyhkverenchkmnstted to survivinghere were somehere

were somemall units and@ne people who were good soldiers and did their

job and were aggressive abouoirty somethinglt just seensthat every

opportunity they had to nalo anything or not put themselves in any sort of

situation that could be dangerous, they took advantageofp er sonal | 'y di
trust them a whole lot, but they were very good for me and good,to me

because they neededjas amedicth ey di dndot Whenthey anybod)
had to call in choppers or something like that, | had to,d®dause | spoke
English.Soméimes they had an American advisor with thetgreen Beret

or something like thanot always??

Were you eating their food when you were with them?
No. Never did.
You ate Grations.

Yeah (both laugh absolutely.Or if | was in the back, we had food at the mess
hall or messtentorwhatev&@ut | di dno;i edatdndheieatf da
any of their food.

How about the Koreand2id you go out withthent

A couple of times | went out with the Koreaigeod soldiers just meaner than
snot.These were professional soldidtgs not like the ARVNs, who they

dragged out of some hamlet somewhardput a gun in his handhese guys

were professional§hey joinedthearmyand t hey didnoét 11 ke
They di dndét even Theklaked down oNthegthay a me s e .
thought they were crappy soldiers and
They [the Koreans] werdoreans were nmonsense.

Do you think thathey hal a reputatiorwith the enemy aawell?

Yes. Yes, they did. We captured some of the enemy, not too many, but
occasionallylf the Koreané t h would make it knownthat the Koreans
were coming

22 The United States Army Special For¢ceslloquially known as th&reen Beretsdue to their distinctive
service headgear, are a special operations force bfrtibed States Army tasked with five primary missions:
unconventional warfare, foreign internal defense, special reconnaissance, direct action anderoaniger.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Forces_(United_States_Army)
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| remember once in a tank plat@iVe were in a hilltopin a little
valley, the enery soldiers were therénd the Koreangheytold them with a
bullhorn or whatever’
loudspeakerThey saidfi V& 6 r
the Koread Figer Divisiornd
what ever; oldiAdo
webre comi nog dio
You couldsort of see them
scurrying around, trying toed
away because t
anything to do with the
KoreansKoreans, amber one,
theydi dnét take
prisonersWe wanted them 10 5 | | ppi | 1ips is holding a 45
take prisoners so we could gun, standard armament for members of a tank crew. This
talk to them, DBl igomen iy ggesars o
They were aggressive
soldiers aggressiveprobably
even moe aggressive than we wefigheywere professional soldiedrs. wa s n 6t
a professional soldier.

DePue: What was eduipreent?ouisaiddhey had tankehat kind of tanks?

Phillips: M60 Abrams tankshig ones?®

DePue: Patton,| think.

Phillips: Whatewer.| d o n 0lt wasvie® lwemember thatWe had a big light on
the front where we could

DePue: Searchlight.

Phillips: Searchligh yeahWe had &b0-calibermachinegun on topWe had a

machinegun insideWe had a tank commandeve had a driverwe had a

gunner sometimes a mechani@e kind of shared him, antienthey shared
me.Youbd think everybody would ride ins
That 6s not a Theordydimepybuaeally got imtheldamks was if

there was a firigght, and they were shooting rifles at ydbien you were safe

inside.But if you thoughthatthere was danger, you wanted to be on the

outside of the tank, not on the insitbecause if you ran over what was really
dangerous for usyhich wasthose mine , itdd just Jfahdow you
youdd go flying.

23 The M60 Patton is arimericansecondgeneratiormain battleank (MBT) introduced in December 1960.
Although developed from the M48 Patton, the M60 series was néfieally classified as a Patton tank, but as
a "productimproved descendant" of the Patton series. (httpswikipedia.org/wiki/M60_Patton)
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DePue: Woul dnot it be safer on the inside of

Phillips: No, because then youobd Dbfgouwerditsidd ng ar o
the tank, like the driver had to be, and you run overafrthose minesgou
were pretty well assured you were going to be geven with a seatbelt and
stuff like that.lt was much more dangerous to be in a tamk hotter too.
[whistles]Was it hot (laughs)

DePue: You went out on missions with an armortptary wasit one medic per
platoon generally?

Phillips: Yeah.
DePue: How many tanks in the platoon?

Phillips: Usually at least four, sometimes fiv@ccasionally another tank would go
with us with the company commander or something like,tbatasionaly.

DePue: So, four men in the tank crew?

Phillips: Uh-huh.

DePue: And then several of them would have the mechanic, the medic.

Phillips: Yeah, here were three for every tank, andthehn e mec hahey ¢ waséT

would have somebody thernd they kind of shadehim because every tank
di dnodt n e eand suaff likecttattreeywoueld have a tank
commanderadriver, and a gunneihen thegunner would shoot the machine
gun insideif that was necessargnd the tank commander or the gunner
would shoot the me on topif that was necessaryhen the gunner would load
it and kind of aim itand the tank commander would assess the sityation
either inside or outsidef the tank.In other words, fire it from the insiéeyou
could do thad or fire it from the outsle.

DePue: Anybody who has some basic understanding of the kind of combat glon ha
Vietnamis going to be surprisedirst of all,about tanks overthere 6 ve got t
believe that the enemy had no tanks.

Phillips: In fact, theFirst69th Armor had the dyntank to take combat in Vietnartt.
was at a place called Ben Hehich was somewhere very close to the border.
It was like one of those fire basdike five or six miles from the border.

DePue: Of Laos orof Cambodia?
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Phillips: | 6 m n owheresaiBeneHet is>* | thought it was somewhere around
Pleiku Anyway, there was a armor platoon there that night, and across the
border six Russian PT76 amphibious tankscame bverd on 6t t hi nk t h
our tanks were there, so they ran ititem.That was th@nly tank to tak
combat in the whole Vietham Waasthat time one and onlyThat was it.

DePue: Was that before, during or after?

Phillips: That was before mdhat was like sixtyeight.But we were famoud/e had
pictures of it(laughs) There were taks we blew up and stuff like that.

DePue: The PT76 is a lightertank.t woul dndét h avuedersataokod up Vv

Phillips: I t dli td ndlittd nwd s amgphlibéousCeartaéinly our tanks were not
amphibious, so | knew it had to be fairly liglgight or something like that.
You button it upand you can actually drive on a riverbed or whatever they
did.1 6m not sure.

DePue: But otherwise, my understanding is thigrsoverwhelmingly light infantry
war. Tell me about the mission of thesenar platoons.

Phillips: The mission of our platoon was generally road securityentioned Highway
19, between Pleiku and Qui Nhohhe supplies would come in at Qui Nhon
and theyod Ltohhouge
convoys to Pleikand :
then latey Ahn Khe
after Pleikul 6 mkingo o
for that.I thought it was
onthewayl dono
it.

Anyway, the
tanks would sort of sit
beside the road or on
bridges, which were
important targets for
security because €VEery  This was one of our tanks on duty guarding this bridge.
doggone brldge we had, Obviously, they were a little late.
theydod bl owWadd ubpr iantiganbidigeh hteayn kds dndét | e
them out thereOccasionally we left them out theand we went into like a
wagon train situatonrNe 6d go around and &sawund and
probably the least action with the armor unit than Iafidny of the thers.

We had some deployment®t a whole lotThey stayed away from us, and

24 Ben Hetwas strategically important because it was located seven miles east of the poirtausere
Cambodiaand South Vietnam conjoinethttps://specialoperations.com/31123/baltéarhetspecialforces
campjune-231%9/)
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we didndt go cr ashi ngBasidallytwagioadt he | ung
securityt hat 6 s what we di d.

|l know youbve got Itéom ggeoti ntgohttas nieientiisnhg
questonand then weol | p i €Ted ma aboutuhe natueme ot h
of the enemy you faced.

Well, two kinds.First of all, there were the local \®iet Cond units, and
they had the black silk pajamaghey really did wear thogdings and hey
had those silly conical hats that they would wa&ey really wore those.

Then they had what | think was a really marvelous invention.d o n 6 t
know who invented this, but these Ho Chi Minh sandalsl t 6 smade s andal
out of old tiresThey would cut up the tir@nd they would make the sandals
out of themThere was no leather or anythjngwas all made out of rubber.
Of course, you can be wet twerftyur hours a day with rubber and not hurt it
and they wereSo that was one heck aff anvention]l dondét know who
that.

Those guys were not as well armed as the NN@rth Vietnamese
Army] units that we faced, the different regimeaitghis and thafThere were
some good ones, but normally the VC lived in the villages and wouldgtist
together on various missianehey used them for recqreconnaissancelor
us to tell thenw h ogwpiag where and that semf things. You try to figure
out who was VCwhen you go to these villageshich was difficult. They all
had government IDards.

But we didnét see a whole |l ot of yo
in the ARVN army) they took therd or the VC would come at night and
takeallthe youngmenTh ey 6 d put them i n.Soyowng r gr ol
men were virtually unheard df fact, if you saw a young mafaughs)you
knew something was up.

But the NVA units, certain regiments and this and that, they were very
good soldiersThey wer endt walamwmedTheyal camedd but
either an AK or a SK§ifle], which is a semautomatic versioriThey would
have three or four clipsot a lot of ammolike we carriedThey would have
some riceThey would have a hammock adot had one for a long timet
was just a little bittything, folded up,just a little hammoo&k a n d  tsleepy 6 d
in that maybe a little poncho type thing for the rain, and that wagritially
no medical groupOccasionally they might have medical supplies.

If you got wounded and you were one of them, pretty well figure
y o ne going to catchifl h e y dantdustoé find the bodies, but getting
back to someone who can actually take care of you éight  wtake tbod
long for them to do thaBo you were pretty well dead if you got wounded to
any extent.
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Did you have any Montagnargsu were workingvith?®

Oh, yeahWe went through some Montagnard villages, and the people were
nice.They were very niceThey likedu s, and t hey didnét | i |
So the Vietnamese hated thefhe Montagnards are sort of likeative

American]indiars.| f you had to compare them to
Vietnamese Indians because they were very primitive pedipéy. were

always eating these beetle nusd their teeth were blacKou eat that for a

while, your teeth just fall ouOf course, there wersome other things, some

|l eaves that theydéd chew on,.ltwdudch | th
give you strengthandit was a stimulanff hey 6 d ¢ h e wBasicallyt hat s
they had a loin clotHived in these little villagesThey were lucky ithey had

a water buffalo or a pig or whatever.

Did they speak the same language?

No, t helyheady dhiddnodt sJomeaddSome ef themawerd s e .

to thegovernment schools, but they had their own languafgeliked them.
Viethanese di dnot | i ke them, not North Vi
They di dn &RVNE hateckthemltherawere some military units

with Montagnards in thenthey were great scoutShe problem in Vietnam

waswe di dndét k n o wjustlikethe ladiabhsBu they knew e

where we were.

Youd dnot know where tfAe NVA and the VC

Yeah, we had no idea where they wes@we were chasing them all the time.
But the Montagnards did.

us

That 6s probabl y atopdoday ety faspnatimgB r
k abo

et f
webve got quite a bit more t.tdn a
looking forward to the next session.

0
I

Okay.Thank you.

(end oftranscript #1)

25The native inhabitants of the Central Highlands are the D&gmtagnardl peoplesThe Montagnardfiave
fought against and resisted "ietnamesénvaders, from the anttommunist SoutWiethameseyovernment,
the Vietcong, to the Communist goveramt of unifiedVietnam (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Degar

a7



William oBill 6 Phill i psinterview#VRWA-L-2013019

InterviewwithWi | I i am AaBill o6 Phill |

# VRV-A-L-2013019
Interview # 2: April 2, 2013
Interviewer: Mark R. DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nemommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo »ml0Zoéthei Capyrmlit AcBod X976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editortsought
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for tlee tequdge.

DePue: Today is Tuesday, April 2, 2013. My name is Mark DePue, Director of Oral
History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. Today | have my second
session with Bill Phillips. Good morning, Bill.

Phillips: Good morning.
DePue: And tell us exactly where we are, BiIll.
Phillips: We are at the office for the lllinois Association of School Administrators in

Springfield, which is the professional association for school superintendents.
DePue: And as a former supteheteAt endent, whatos

Phillips: | am a field service director. There are three of us. We are spread out
throughout the state, and we mentor new superintendents in the state of
lllinois. | personally have about twenfive superintendents that | officially
mentor angrobably, unofficially, more than that. So | travel around the state
and visit my mentees and their different regions. | have seven regions of the
state that | cover, as far as going to superintendent regional meetings and
meeting with them.

DePue: Is this the central part of the state?

Phillips: Well, this is, but my regions go all the way from Sangamon County north,
except for Cook and the collar counties. They have a separate person to do
that.
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So the Cook County superintendents and the Chisagerintendents are also
part of the system?

Not District 299.

I t ake

It

that 6s

Chicag

07

Cook County, yes. Cook County has 147 school districts itself, and there are a
lot of districts in Lake, DuPage, Will, those countieseiyrhave their own

person up there. Actually, the superintendents outside of Cook and the collar

counties donodot get

How about Chicago itself. Is it part of this network?

together

as

often a

District 299 is not parf this network. They have a CEO [chief executive

officer].

Chicago is always separate from the rest of the state.

They have their own laws, really, that the legislature makes. They write laws

that they say are only for districts of mahan 500,000, which is Chicago.
They have their own retirement system, everything, separate.

Let 6s

get

finishing
Medical Evacuation Hospital in Pleiku.

Uh-huh. That basically was sort of a rstep. | was assigned to the hospital. |
really thought | would be working in the hospital itself, but what | found was
since c o mbuato thenhelidopter ,
company

pretty standard for the Huey helicopters that would go and get people that

| 6d

back to Vietn
tour i n Vietnam, an

a

been a
for

were wounded in the field.

ndust of f 0O

Why were you transferred?

The tanks hadden decommissioned. The entire battalion of tanks was

am.

Wh e n

me d i dcitsvas

we

d

N

fi
t hi

t hey f a
ADust

decommissioned. They brought all the tanks in and sent them home. So

everyone that had a little time left in Vietham was either sent home or
reassigned
reassigned to this hospital.

t

o somepl ace

What month was that? Do you remember?

No,

r eal

y

donot . | t
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Well, you had
more than a little
time | ef
you?

Oh yeah.
the reason | was
reas i gned.
have had less
than three or four
months, they
would have just

sent me home to

TN The aero medical helicopters, in the process of loading wounded
let me finish my soldiers. For a period, Phillips was assigned as a dust off medic and
tour there. But served as a crew member and a medic on helicopter dust off helicopters.

since | had so
much time left, they just reassigned me somewhere else.

| was reassigned to the hospital, and then immediateppaibehed on

to me to do the dust off duty, which n
right next to the hospital. The pads were right there, so | would just go out,
especially the dust off helicopters. I

Camp Hollowaywas where the dust off helicopters were stationed. But they
would come over and get me in the morning. Sometimes | would go over
there.

What did you think about being a medic on a chopper?

Well, my initial i mp ricebse skayderauseaysu@ot | t h o
to sleep in a bed at night. We didnot
whatever. And flying was kind of excit

much time in a helicopter, a little.

But | later found out that thieelicopters were made of aluminum, and
there was virtually nothing armored in
bullets coming from the bottom or the side or the front or whatever would just
go right through those things. You had virtually no arpratection. And in
our particular job we had to go in and get wounded soldiers, sometimes in the
mi ddl e of firefights. We would | andé

I f they would pop red smoke, they w
action close, and then the pilot would decide whebh&ot we would go in.
Most of the time we would land or close to landing. If it was like over rice
paddies, he wouldndét | and, but he woul
they would bring out the wounded person. Sometimes | would have to go out
and felp them.
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The ones that were probably the scariest for me was when we were
hovering over trees, and we couldnodot |
area anywhere close, which was kind of common. So we would send down a
jungle penetrator, which is damf like a hook, if you will, and it would go
down through the trees. Then it would open up, and they would put the

wounded soldier on there, and then weo

DePue: Through the branches.

Phillips: Through the branches. Occasionallywe hadadat was | i ke wher e t
|l ay down, iif they were that bad, and t
would have to go down too. | would have to go down first, get this all set.

Then, of course, all this timetolyoudr e
noi se, and youdére a heck of a good tar

DePue: Were the aircraft marked at all with a red cross or anything?

Phillips: Oh, yeah. Well, youdll see in some of

had a red crason there. But as time went on, they decided not to do that

because it just marked you as a ebf$tchopper, and they liked to shoot

downé Well they |iked to shoot down an
have to come in a hover in dangerous places, egsathe resupply choppers

would just come in, kick off their supplies, maybe pick somebody up, and

then just take right off, where we might have to stay there for a few minutes.

DePue: To shoot at a helicopter t hathabasvarmar k e d
crime? Isndét it against the Geneva Con

Phillips: | doubt if those fellas were reading any books along that line because they
would shoot
at anything,
just virtually
anything.
You woul dnot
think that a
lot of times
our choppers
were arned,
but they
were. They
were armed |
just like other ===
Huey i )
choppers. We FEEE

haq two SIXty Huey helicopters were the standard dust off choppers in all of Vietham. They
caliber were prominently marked as such, but that certainlydi dnét st op en
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machi neguns, one on each side. When I
would have to operate the machinegun, just in case. But normally | was busy
doing that [meital work], and if there was any of that [shooting] going on,

the crew chief, who was on the other side, he would be doing that [operating

the machine gun.]

DePue: Did it make any difference, NVA or Viet Cong, whether or not they fired at
you?

Phillips: No, absolutely not, not that we saw. (laughs)

DePue: What was the crew then, the pilot, thepitwot, the crew chief and you?

Phillips: Right. Yeah.

DePue: Just one medic?

Phillips: Yeah.

DePue: How many casualties could you put on the helicopter?

Phillips: If they were all laying down, and we had a chopper that had cots. Some of

them had cots; it was like bunk beds. We could get three in that and then

probably two or three others, laying on the floor. So five or six would be our
maximum, unless theywekei nd of wal ki ng wounded, w
common, really, but we did that. In other words, you were wounded, but you

could still walk out or something like that. We could get more on with that.

You have to remember t hatlicopter Vi et na
and strap yourself in and shut the door and all that business. The doors were
actually taken off the helicopter. There were no doors, except the pilotand co
pilot had this small door. Later, when | was assigned to the infantry, you
would just siton the
edge of the
helicopter, with your
feet dangling over
the side.
you did. You had to
get in and out fast.
Speed was of the
essence.

The pilots
didndot wa
too long. A lot of

times they would

|inger above the Phillips turned around and took this picture after just getting off this

licopter. You WJ.|| ngte that the helicopter did not land because the
ground, a N Errain Wa®ubkn&villso they had to jump out.
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just have to jump off, ten or fifteen feet, whatever. They used to have

something called elephant grass, which is very tall grass, and they really

di dndt know what was on the bottom bec
hover over the top of the elephantgrtgs t hen youdd have to |
Occasionally I had to do that with dust offs too because wide open areas to

land a helicopter were kind of at a premium in the jungle. If they were, they

were heavily booby trapped and stuff like that because they knew nge we

going to end up there sooner or later.

DePue: You had to put an awful lot of faith in those pilots.
Phillips: Oh, 1 did. | didndot always have the sa
t hem. I wasnodt assigned t overegoed. hel i cop

They were young men. | was actually older than most of the pilots. They were
nineteen, twenty years old.

DePue: What 6s the profile for somebody to be

Phillips: | thought the medevac pilots really were the cream ofriyg. @here were
three kinds of helicopters and pilots. One was the gunships, either a Huey
gunship that had had been converted to a gunship or the new ones. | forget the
ones that were real thin and so forth and just made to be a gunship.

DePue: The Coba gunship.

Phillips: The Cobra gunship, right. Those guys, they had a lot more protection and had
less to fear than the other kind. The second kind was just a normal supply
helicopter, the ones that would take the troops from here and there. You have
to remember that very few times would we ever go anywhere by truck or road
or anything like that. When we went from place to place, we went by
helicopter in a big group or a little group. Now those pilots were good pilots
too, but the medevac pilots seemeddwehto have the most fearlessness or
the most drive and determination of all of them because they had to go where
theyknew there was going to be a problem.

They were also the most highly motivated because you knew you were
going in there to get someoreetielp them. We could have soldiers in and out
of a hot zone in ten or fifteen minutes. It depends on how far we were away
from the medevac, the hospitals. We always took them to either Pleiku or Qui
Nhon or Ahn Khe. All three of them had some kind of ItaspPleiku had the
biggest one. We would drop them off, and they would come and get them
when we would land. But those pilots, they were the bravest of the brave

because theyéThey would go in at night
goinatnightwi h I i ghts and stuff | ike that.
DePue: Doesndét that make you and the crew chi
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(both |l augh) I didndét sign up to be th
help the guys and do what | had ta ¢d had to go down and get them

because they didndét know how to manage
to stabilize him right away; he was fading very quickly, and maybe they had

no medics on the ground, or mdoybe they
your job and try not to think about it. But | can tell you, hovering over those

trees, just sitting there waiting for someone to shoot ad yand they did

was a heck of a cold feeling.

Did you ever take some rounds into the helicopter?

Oh sure, (laughs) certainly. | took one, not two or three inches from me.
Thereds no armor back where we would s
piece of steel about an inch thick, cut. | would carry it with me because they

di dndét | eaveel itchoepmt eorn, tlhewahsndét on t he
would just take my little piece of steel and sit on it, in case the bullets came

directly from below, directly from below, and they would.

The thing that | learned to fear was not so much to hit thi@mThe
pilots were in armored seats, and unless they [the enemy] were coming dead
on, they [the pilots] were fairly well protected. But [what | feared] was to hit
the rear rotor, the little one on the back, which stabilized the helicopter. If that
happmed, then youdd just spin around an:
faster. That was very dangerous, to hit the little rotor in the back. If they hit
the big rotor, we could auto rotate down to the ground, which is sort of like
floating like a butterflydown. We had that happen once. And then once, the
motor failed on us as we were taking off, and we auto rotated back down to
the ground.

Hit pretty hard | would think.

Not too bad. 't didndét r odhelicapters over or
shot down. In fact, my —
best friend was killed ina & ;
helicopter.

Can you tell us more
about that incident?

That incident is sort of

my guardian angel story.
Thatds the one
about [that] | wrote for a
magazine. We ere
somewheré this was During P h i | dntireptaurdin Vietnam, Bob Hill (left) was his
when | was later with the o5 ens. il ues terdlecin & helonte creh, Philps
infantryd and one of my  name.
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best friends in the infantry company was a fella named Bob Hill. He was a

school teacher, like me, from lowa, Cedar Rapids. We became friends. He

was a radioman for a lieutenant, atptm leader. We would talk all the time

about home and teaching school; he was a history teacher. Not that | liked the
military, | accepted it, and | tried t
didnot. He | ust -gd,am ha weatwadys vety odtspoean t he g
in criticism. He was always getting in a scrape or two.

Anyway, one morning we were going on some sort of operation, and
the helicopters were coming in, one at
time, was one at a time. We wddgiad of on a hillside. | was not supposed to
travel with Bob and his platoon because | was the chief medic, and | was
supposed to be with the company commander all the time. We were standing
there talking, and the helicopter came in and landed. Bobfs&@idp me on wi t |
us. Come on with us. o0 So | went over t
was getting ready to take off.

| saw a captain, dressed very nicely, really not dressed like us. He had
on a uniform like us, but it was clean, boots were cléamas obvious that
this guy was from the rear. The captain made a gesture with his finger for me
to get off the helicopter and come over and talk to him. | just assumed that he
knew that | wasnod6t supposed to be ther
companycommander, is what | assumed.

So | got off the helicopter. Bob took off, and | got on the next one. |

went to the captain, and he said si mpl
time. o0 Thatds all he said. | didndét th
commander came up a minute or so later, not very long, and we got on the

next helicopter and took off.

That was the day that Bobodésenehelicop
caliberéitds a heavy machinegun, 1ike
seehe helicopter going in, and the pilo
and he was trying to get it in, over t
water wasnbét very deep. But | coul d se
the helicopter, way too highh&re was no way you were going to survive
that, but they didnét want to go in wi

So the helicopter went in, hit hard, exploded into flames, everybody
killed. It was my job to go get them, put them in body bags. If you could
recognizewhavas whoé Youdre supposed to | eayv
your boots or around you. Some had the
about that, other than being very sad that my friend was killed that day.

A few days | ater | taluekybreaktbalwas | s ai d
for that captain to pull me off that h
company commander, who was around ther
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there that day, that captain?06 He sai.d
know who the guy who was all cleaned up, dressed nice, obviously different
than us. 0 He said, AThere wasnodét anybo

other guys who were around theredoihat | travel witl® | asked them the
same question.t hlats aiap,t aii W?Pad wAansd nobod:
except meNobody saw that person, but me.

| told that story to some golfing buddies. One day we were playing
golf, and they were so taken by that story, they called it the guardian angel
story. | sambpuiil tdandt bkbhowt was a st
idea who this guy was. | candt remembe
was clean and pressed, with captainods
even wear in the fi eofigsigniayatall notmethln 6t wan
but cloth. That was the story, true story.

Did you notice a nametag on the uniform?

He had one, but | dondét remember what
his division patch or anything. | just remembeeing his clean uniform. He

was a captain. He had on a correct hat, no helmet or anything like that, like a
baseball cap that we would wear. And his shoes were not crappy, like ours,

and dirty and dusty and cruddyat And |
all.

Your friends said this was a guardian
skeptical of that.

|l dondt know what to make of it. | kno
helicopter that was going to take off, with Bob. | was sittlmgye, and | got
off because this captain motioned for me, just with his fifgeme to get

of f . |l knew | shouldndét have been on t
matter. One helicopterds as good as an
red |y didndét register with me either, i
meant, fAltds not your time to fly. You
commander . o0 It was sort of a mildé | d
didnét say it I|ike that.

Sometling of a rebuke, maybe?

Yeah, maybe. Altés not your time. o And
words he said. Then | just sort of turned and was looking for the captain and, |
never saw him again. Nobody ever saw him, period.

But it also sounds, in the way you describe the story, that you really never
thought of this as an intervention from God, if you will, until you told your
golfing buddies.
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No, | didnodot . |l didndét. They were aski
thing that happened in Vietnam, 0 becau:
stuff | i ke that. AWell okay. 611 teldl
story and boy, they wereé | remember w
all just éal mmaging a little tearyoeyed, theee guys.

They said, AYou should write that d
me about it, and he said, fAWrite that
as that [an intervention] . ghostileondét kna
person or anything. B v A E RN . RSPy Y
This was a real guy. | | G
just never saw him )
again, anadobody else "%
saw him. g
Would you describe
yourself at that time as
a religious person?

When youodr et

combat, yo u%e

as close to God as you Though h e d o ealhtlietlocation of this picture, Phillips

ever @t, because yOu  remembers the utter frustration, fatigue and fear that daily affected

talk to him on a rich combat patrol. Perhaps you can see some of that in his face.

and regular basis. | was probably more religious in Vietham than | have been

and was in my entire |ife because | ta
just get out of this scrmgtereligoud! | do t
You think about that K6 o0iatakingptoGodlohat 6 s ab
regularbas@as | 6ve ever experienced.

| asked because it sounds I|li ke youobre

maybe God stepped in to help yibat day.

Wel |l € That would be nice if |

that or whatever. Could that be? Well
story quite |ike it, but 1 6édm sure ther
plaes, but itdéds just an unusual occurre
then | donét know. He must haveéSomebo
me . | 6ve heard that phrase before It
religi 0

t hought

St (D

ous vetesyewbhanet | 6 m not qui

l' i ke? Youdre si
going and how
s sinking feel
or were you tr

What was the sensat.
control of where you
danger. Did you have
someplacett on 6t want to go,

on
or e
t hi
0
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| trusted him. They were fairly young. As | told you, | was older than them. |

was older than most of the soldiers in Vietnam. Even the junior officers were
younger than me. | was likeventy-three or twentyfour; | forget. But | trusted

him. He had a good head on his shoulders; most of them did. They were calm

and cool and collected. They did dange
extraordinary chances, but they took a lot of chances. Amaa person,

going down into hostile gunfire and hovering over trees, picking up people,

just a beautiful target. Of course, it
whop-whopwhop sound, and you can hear them for miles.

The suppl y pi Hoahats Theywerenodttof thera.\Ard, t o
of course, the gunships, they were just coming in, loaded for bear, looking for

somebody. Then there was us. Il dm not s
tell you the truth. | d o nréah@at, whetherw wh a't
they wanted to be those pilots or not.
buddi es. | didndt hang around with the

| thought they were the bravest of the brave, those dust off pilots. The tankers
were good and the guys in the infantry, they did a lot of brave things, but these
guys do it hour after hour, day after
time and not see a thing.

Did you have a different impression of Vietham from the antjou had
from the ground, when you were there?

It was a beautiful country. The colors
season, which got to be a real messé |
counton it to rain foran hourortwohsur a day, muddy. When
youdre flying in the rain, and youdre

anything. But you have a helmet on. | had a helmet that I could talk to the
pilots in.

Wedd kind of talk to eaethattwaser , a
kind of nice. It was hard to do that i
that much. They had hel mets too. I n th
word anytime if you didnét have to, so

liked it, but Iknew how dangerous it was. | just knew that they just loved to
shoot down helicopters.

In fact, | later learned that they intentionally wounded soldiers, rather
than try to kill them, [because] they knew that the infantry would stop and
protect them and not chase them as much. Also, the helicopters would come,
then theyb6d have a chance to shoot at

Youbve mentioned your first impression

Ooooh.
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DePue: And it sounded like being in artk or being on top of a tank, either one,
would be a hot place.

Phillips: Oh, it was. It was loud and hot. You could actually cook. There were days
when we would take our-€ation cans, open them up, and just set them on the
tank. It would almost heatthemp f or you. I't was that h
an egg, you could fry an egg there. Of course, flying around, you get a breeze.
The airés moving all the ti me.

The infantry down there, no breeze. It just depended on where you
were. We were in the mounts more, which was cooler than down below, in

the | owland areas, which tended to be
down hills and stuff |ike that. Youdll
wal king up and down hil |l slkkup&nddowd®s what
hills, and webéd try to find them [the

| remember one mission is, we were looking for two guys called Salt

and Pepper. [106l1] never forget. One w
supposed to be a Russian advisoid then Pepper was supposed to be a black
American, whob6éd somehow gone over to t

dondét know. Salt and Pepper was their
soldiers and advised them or whatever, like we had an advikdrCarson

scout. | remember we walked up and down. Another time, we were looking

for a POW camp in the jungle. It was sort of a small one, where they would

take you for a while because sooner ofr
found it. But we walkedip and down looking for that.

My greatest impressienl 6 m f | i ppi ng bdwakthat nt o t
we didndédt know where these peopl e were
them, but they always seemed to know exactly where we were and what we
were doing. The could plan things ahead of us and try to draw us into bad
situations. It was very rare, the other occasion, where we kind of knew where
they were and we wereé | f we would cat
was find them. Then if we could find them, thenawaild bring in
reinforcements really quick.

Now, we tried not to get outside of artillery range from some fire base.
They didnét want you to travel farther
course, the tanks didnodot wofmegelJout t her
then all you had was the helicopters or maybe gunships, the jets. | saw them
some, but not a whole lot. | even savbBs on occasion, and you never see
them. They would have what they call an arc light strike.

We walked into this area ondéwas in the jungle, and holy cow, all
the trees had been blown down, and everything was black. | thought, Man,
what did they have here, a big fire or
fires. But theydd had an meaaoncentrated ht st r
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strike, whereB52s woul d drop all these bombs.
high, you dondt see them or hear them.
them because the bombs would just go 0
whereas the jgt you could hear them. Helicopters, you could hear them. The

arc light strikes, the 82, t hey coul dnét hear t hem.

You mentioned that Salt and Pepper was a memorable mission, but was there
more to the story?

We never 6und them. We were looking for them. | remember what the

mi ssi on was. Il said, AWhat are we doin
said, AwWedbre | ooking for two guys, Sal
l ooking for two guys justdpécialdécauselther hi nk t

thought this was some sort of hit#vel Russian advisor that was helping

them [the enemy]. Then they were really mad, of course, about an American
who had s upipudhavestheywérd tBey used, which means you
surrender ad work for the other people.

Chieu ho?

Chieu hojC-h-i-euho-i. That was what the sol diersé
surrender. Of course, they never surrendered; that never happened. There was
no surrendering soldiers.

Why not?
We just didndét catch them. They were &€
didndét give up; they didnodt. I f they f
would shoot it out wuntil they were don
War I

How alout the flip side of the equation? What did you and your buddies think
about being captured by the North Viethamese?

Ooooh. That just terrified us, being captured by enemy soldiers. We had a
pretty good idea that iddfidaprisoden6t be v
camp that was empty, so we could see the little cages where they kept them.
Theyodd dig holes and then put somet hin

But theydd have to stay in these hol es
very scary. |1 6m not sure | ever knew a
dondt Kknow. More of the people that we

the flyers down and captured them.

| want to go back and talk more about the medevac missiahgdb were

doing. 1 6m assuming that a medic on th
ground, would have patched these injured up as best they could, and then you

got to pick them up. What kinds of injuries were you seeing on these

helicopters?
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Oh, a lot of gunshot wounds, of course. Sometimes they would be shot
multiple times, two or three times. Be
them morphine. A belly wound was where

Why coul dnét yoethenPve them morphin

| guess it lowered their heart rate down; the morphine lowered their heart rate
down because it took away the pain. They were afraid that they would just

pass away. But i f you were hit iné You
s er i oudrdamn @ourd they call it $1 million wound would be to be

hit in the shoulder, |ike the gunfight
in the shoulder, and itdéd pass all the

probl em. o

Wel | , (| augh s) bullets earerdiff¢rentithean oarn e my 6 s
bullets. Ours were high velocity, grinding bullets, and they had some of our
weapons. If you were hit with an-¥6, a .223 round, and you were hit almost
anywhere, it would start grinding, and it would tumble throughtherd t | s ndt
clean, little hole, little and then big in the back. The problem with our bullets
was that, as they passed through jungle, they would hit foliage, and then they
would tend to be deflected, because a .223 round is really nothing more than
an efnanced .22, high velocity.

Their bullets, those-8-2 [mm] rounds, were heavier duty, and they
would not be deflected by the foliage. They would travel a little truer. They
would hit you (slaps hands) hard | i ke
woudtmd t o just go right through. I f vyo
it would hit a bone and just be deflected inside your body. We saw that.

The other kind of wound that we saw a lot was booby traps. There
were several kind of elaborate and redaborate boby traps. You can be
walking along and step into something with what they call a puniji stick, which
was bamboo, sharpened on both ends, dipped in excrement to make it more
likely that you would get a fever and infection from that. [From booby traps,
theyranged] all the way to mines and grenades. They would put grenades in
|l ittle cans. The grenade would be in t
across wherever they thought we would walk. Then, as you tripped it, it would
pull the grenade out of theus, where the little thing that protected it had
already been taken off, the pin. [There were] lots of those, lots and lots.

If they would ambush us, they would know where the ambush was
going to be and prepare it ahead of time. | can remember one timeree

ambushed, and we were on a trail, whic
because they can prepare those places. You just take off through the woods.
Anyway, we were on a tr ai-shapedambdsht hey h

They would shoot thiszay and shoot this way and then of course, we had the
natural tendency to jump off the trail over here. Well, they hagpoppared
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that with punji sticks. So a lot of the soldiers would just jump onto the puniji
sticks. Any kind of opening in the jungleatiwas big enough for a helicopter,
they had puniji sticks all over the place for that. So you had to actually go
down and kind of pull these sticks up.

They had bigger mines. When | was with the tanks, they had actual
bombs that had not gone off. They wabthke those and bury those in the
roads. It was like the IEDs [Improvised Exploding Devices] that they had in
Afghanistan, try to blow up the armored vehicles. | would say most of the
wounds were gunshot wounds or booby traps, occasionally RPG stufisRPG
a Rocket Propelled Grenade; those were a pretty devastating weapon. We had
that stuff too, but see, they didndt h
have either one, and we had both. So, if we could get them to stay somewhere
for very long, wecould really bring heat on them, all kinds.

What were the injuries that you least liked to deal with, as a medevac medic?

Probably the ones that dealt with the
headémaybe a pas sglikelthatoandghe sucking chestme t hi n
wounds, youb6re shot in the stomach are

Being wounded on your limbs, your arms and your legs, that was easy

to kind of take care of, wrap up and t
but | had another kit witthings called a hemostat in it. They look like

scissors, but theyob6bre not scissors Th
are exposed and bleeding a | ot, then vy
the flow of bl ood. toltyt@® stdpss muehdheflow t he t
of bl ood because youol |l bl eed to death

That was the big trick, try to keep them alive.
How long would it be before you could get them back to the evac hospital?

It depends on where we were on the mission. It could be like ten or fifteen

minutes, or it could be forty, fortfive minutes. It depends on where we were,
wheretheywer e, compared to the nearest pl a
routine, to fly them in there.

Bill, your discussion of the nature of these injuries is rather clinical. (Phillips
|l aughs) How do you deal with it emotio
of this?

You look at each one, and you try to figure out what the problevitnseach

sol dier, where theybére hit. I f theyobre
you turn them over to see if therebs a
backbés al ways going to be bigger than

t has the probl edwhichiwasfairlger e d s

theore t ha
| 6d be digging in there with a he

commom
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Il didndét pull many bullets out, alt
fragments. | had tweezgype things, and | could go in there gndl out the
ones that were fairly visible. But it
there, and they knock you out and then pull the bullet out with a Bowie knife
or anything |ike that. We didnét do th
occasonally we would feel in there, especially if there was an entrance wound
and no exit wound, then you know the ©b

to go in there and try to clinically find it and pull it out.

DePue: ATheyo being the surgeons?

Phillips: Yeah. | didndét do that.

DePue: Did you feel like you were up to the task?

Phillips: It was required of me, and | tried to be as knowledgeable as | could. You

learned more things as time went on, the more of these things you see and
handl e, Wethdtqgne; hotvVkaowd o n

| carried a whole drugstore of drugs with me. | carried anything, up to
and including morphine. | would have Benzedrine, Dexedrine, which are
uppers, to keep you peppered up. We had Librium and Valium. | had
Thorazine, which is whayou get in a mental hospital, if you go crazy and go
wild, and we had some of those.

You get so scared when youdre bei
somet hing, theyéd just go off the d
injection of Thorazine, and it levethem right out. Or if they get so tired they
just candét hardly function, you giywvVv
white pill, and (hand slap) | et me tel
five or six hours. Then, of course, we had malgills. We had a big one they
took once a week and then a little one they had to take once a day. That was
part of my job when | was in the infantry was make sure they would take
them. They wouldnét take them because
them [from me] and throw them out.

)
D S
T O

D
—

Actually, if you can believe this, they were anxious to get sick. They
wanted to get sick because, if they got sick, then they got to go back, and
going back was the trick, the treasure. It was my decision as to whdackn
and who didnodot . So |l et me tell you, I
should go back. Send me back, Doc; sen

DePue: So that was your name, Doc?

Phillips: Oh, yeah. Every single medic was called doc (laughs), with repéras.
Even though I 6m a doctor now, that Doc

DePue: That was a nickname you didndot fight,
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No, | understood that. Everybody else had nicknames, but if you were a
medic, you were Doc,; guybtawaics. i t. You ha

Did you deal with the surgeons much, especially when you were in medevac?

Some, not too much. The battalion surgeon that we had when | was with the

armor, he was an unusual fella. Most of the surgeons were drafted. They were
doctors that were drafted, and they we
were real military gundpo guys, but they were doctors, and they did know

their stuff.

|l 6ve seen doctors sort of | ike M*A*
Army.*They woul dmdaet sseamnd whatever; | dol
shine their brass. Whods going to say

the way to some who wore pearl handled pistols, and they wanted to ride
around in their own armored personnel carrier; they had dkagi. So they
were different. | respected them. Most of them were pretty young.

Were they competent at what they did?

Yeah, they were; they were very competent. | trusted them, and they learned
real quick. A doctor in Vietham, he got embureatlife experiences to last a
lifetime. It was over and over and over and over and over and over again, and

no two wounds are exactly alike. We di
that, but all kinds of wounds, just everything you can think @, ifown off,

a leg blown off, get shot in the face.
shot in the face. o0 | saw a guy | ive wh

lived, holy smokes!
At least while he was under your care.

Yeah, hewas alive when we got him on, and | thought he would live. | was

talking to him. He was shot five ti mes
where they just fAAaah, 0 expire, bl ah,
Theyore holleringllndebkkregami sgme®@Anidndg

they always hollered? They always said what they wanted was their mother. |
dondt care I f they were married or wha
Buddy, they asked for their mother, whichlways thought, Well, | guess

thatdos true.

Are there some of these that have stayed with you, whether you wanted them
to or not?

26 \*A*S*H (an acronym foMobile Army Surgical Hospital) is an American war comedyama television
series that aired from 1972 to 1983 show revolves aroundembers of the 4077th Mobile AyrSurgical
Hospital, who care for the injured during the Korean War and use humor to escape from the horror and
depression of the situatiothttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M*A*S*H_(TV_serie3)
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A couple. One guy was shot late in the afternoon. It was like 5:00 or 6:00, and
it was getting dark pretty soon. | was afraid that theg [talicopters]

woul dndédt come in at night because they
Occasionall vy, i f you just begged and b
because travelling at night was danger
and stuffliket hat . At night was Charlieds tim

were up and moving around. We moved around in the daytime, and they
moved around at night.

So, I called the them, and they wou
was when | was with the infantrf.h ey s ai d, AYouodl | have
tonight . |l thought, Oh God, he wonot |
times; | forget what it was. He was there, and | was sitting with him all night
|l ong. |l 6d tal k t o hi meanditkiadd thateahdlhis me st
car and his girl. He was nineteen or whatever. Then, early in the morning, he
started talking real quietly about his mother, and | thought, Oh, oh, because
when they started talking about their mothers, somehow they knew maybe
what was coming. And he died. Before they could come and get him the next
morning, he was dead. | always felt ba
alive all night long, bud

Youdbve mentioned it several times here
mecdevac aircraft. Then you ended up in the infantry. How and why and when?

It was near the end of my tour or maybe +id u r ; I dondt know.
resigned myself that this was what | was going to be doing, flying around on
helicopters all daydng, getting shot at and pulling people out. | thought,

Well, okay. Then one day | came in, an
and get infantry gear, I|Iike this.o
Youdre | ooking at your aid bag.
Yeah. And also acanteenandarucksackd al | this. They sa
infantry company that has been ambushed, and all of its medics are wounded;
they donét have any. Youdre going out
medic. Wedll send you a couplhael more as
about two hours to go get my stuff and get some gear. They gave me arifle,
said, AOkay, this is your rifle. 0o We w
side of a hill, so they just approached the side of the hill, and | jumped out. |
kindofrol ed down the hill éThis is a true s
l dm rolling down the hill, and | ge
Well, thatés a great start. They canodt
to see whatodos behind mldFren¢chénachidegug.gi n g,
It was a submachinegun, nineni | | i met er, whatever it w
been there a long time, probably since thed@doi na War . Il thougt
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great start, too; | find a French machinegun as soon as | fall out of this
helicopter.

Then they found me and took me back to where the captain was. He
was a nice guy. That was him, Anderson, very nice guy. We talked. He said,

ABoy, Il 6m glad to see you.o0 | said,
gravy Job,f @amttr .t 6kbe tshaei d,n AOh, youdl I
with me, in the middle of the col umn

medics, and you just learn.

It was just the walking and being

the picturtesf.i IMdhwdrad |Ij ushe time. You
run across these little bubbling babbling brooks, where you get nice water and
stuff like that, because you run out of your water real quick. And water,

believe it or not, is heavy. You carry abowefquarts of water; that is heavy.

But you needed the
water all the time.

——
[

Do you remember
when this occurred?

No. You mean what
month or so?

Yeah. When we talked
earlier, you thought it
was in late May or
June.

. There werendt many opportunities t
| thoughtit was that. o0k, in this shot, Phillips is brushing his teeth.

That would be my

C

AV

a

d

day

guess. You kind of I|Iike I ose track
thinking about is how many days youodvVve
that. Everyday youdbve got one | ess
DEROS, date eligible to return from ov

little doo-dad. (both laugh)

What was the unit you were assigned to?

1'Battalion, 11"l nf antry, B Company. | 06m prett.y

This would be altight here. Here it is.
Is that it?
(reading)Company B, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.

14th Infantry, okay.
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And this is still part of the 4th Infantry Division?

Yeah. Right. They were called the Golden Dragond,a@ur colonel was
called The Dragon.

That would be the 14th Infantry, the Golden Dragons?

Yeah, that battalion.

Youdve mentioned it a
couple of times —

before, but | want you ﬂp% .
to flush out exactly o
what a Kit Carson -
scout is.

Well, | have a picture
of him. This particular
one was an NVA
sergeant who had

been Captureii I This was a so-called Kit Carson scout, an enemy soldier that had been
told you that was a  captured and decided to work for South Vietnam instead of languishing

. in a POW camp. He traveled with a battalion that never really trusted
pretty rare occasion nim.

forudbut heodd

been captured, and he was in a prisone
there, they try to coercedm, one way or another, to work for us. You see,

the problem was, | told you, we never could find these people. Of course,

these guys had been there and done that, so they would have a lot of

information they could give us on places where they might bewrwe

could find them easier. He di dndt spea
who could speak some Vietnamese and would converse with him, in case we

found papers or something like that. They called them Kit Carson scouts. |

guess the deal was théybu work for us, then after a period of time, when

we can trust you, theyoll parol e you o

So, we had one with us. He wasnot w
with us on occasion. Nobody really liked him, and nobody trusted him. We
figured, one of these days hed6ll get al
wi || be the end of finding him. I real

Was he just not a very likeable personality?

He was a former enemy soldierdan we j ust didnét trust h
realize that it was very difficult for us to distinguish between enemy soldiers
and just people. When you would go into villages mostly what was there was
women and kids and old men, virtually no young men, periode were to
find something |ikeéWe found a c

ac 0
which was their staple of food. Th 0

he
ey od
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ammunition, and then they could come ©b
t hem; weetdialnodntg wi th them. They didno
except for the Montagnards.

We got along well with them. They were sort of like primitive people.
They didndét even have cl othes. But the
di dnot | i[theVietnamese] lookedh ddwn on them. They were great
scouts for us. Boy, we wereally happy when we ran into Montagnards.
They would carry these little crossbows, about two or three feet long. You
woul dndédt think they coultheycduw. Theyc h da ma
even had these bl owgun deals, about fo
blow a dart there and stuff.

You are describing a |l ot of these miss
Vietnamese villages; is that correct?

Yeah, right.

But the way youdbre describing them, yo
as anything.

We werevery careful with them. We did not look at them as allies. We never
went anyplace, even in the larger towns. When we were in larger towns like

Ahn Khe or Pleiku, actually downtown,
was very clear to us that they didnot
they were not friendly; they didndt sn

But wedre there to help them.
Ri ght .thePprobdetn.d s

Did that experience cause you to rethink what was going on and why we were
there in the first place?

Yeah, it certainly did. 106m thinking,
These people hate us; they hate us, almost withagption. When we were
with soldiers from South Vietnam, they would steal from us. It was very clear

you couldnét trust them. You coul dnot
happened, why theydd take off. They we
andj ust taking off. It was not a friend
sure, in World War Il when you | iberat

theydre hugging and kissing you and gi
happened. We never had anything likat.

Did you understand why, in general, the South Viethamese population hated
you?
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The politics of it, | think, was that the people were either being oppressed by

the government, because the government would just come in and conscript

their young men, or the VC would come in at night and conscript their young

men, except they tended toé Politicall
little more clever than we were. Their
soldiers] trying to unitelte Viethams, and we are one of you. We got rid of

the French, and we got rid of the Japa
guys. We | asted past those, and we <can
how many of them t hemorekAnd that secemedtobe goi n
the case.

ltés just that they were |ike them,
propping up a government that they did
government we were helping. WwWedhw@enot su
hel ping, but | didndt see them much.

The war that you were fighting, did it seem to be a war about opposing
communism?

That was the one thing | understood of the politics of it because | knew what

had happened in the Korean Wadao forth. When the North Koreans had

attacked the South Koreans, we helped them. Then we stabilized them, and we
ended up right back where we started. | knew about the French losing, and

then they divided the country in half, north and south like Koked.| knew

that the government was weak in South Vietnam. If we were to leave, they
would | ose. And thatés exactly what ha
withdrew our support, they lost.

The other thing thatés kindy of unsa
was fighting al/|l by themselves. The Ko
Russians and the Chinese were helping them materially just as much as we
were helping the South Viethamese. They were supplying them nonstop with
weapons; AK47 was a good weapon. Theve r e n 6t f i ght i ng wit
there. And they were good soldiers. We kind of just wanted to do our job and

go home, and they had a political agen
country and get rid of the invtheders. A
country.

And they werendt going home.

They werenbét going home. Yeah. I f you
you got wounded in the south, you could kiss yourself goodbye because you
werendt going to g &egotrwounded. Eedy likelp yae |, I
werenodt going to survive i f you got sh
who was an enemy soldier, just one time. He was a doctor; he was a surgeon.

But he was wounded so bad t lhartthreehey j u
hours, but he was a doctor.
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Did you see many dead Vietnamese and Viet Cong?

It depended. If we would have a firefight and find one or two or three, it was a

good day. To find more than that was a pretty unusual day. Only aa thos

days like that, where we were there, in action, all day long. Usually they tried

to either hide or take their wounded with them, so we could never figure out.

We had whatos called blood trails. You
found the body, ndbts. There were not very many largeale battles in

Vietnam, maybe half a dozen.

| want to go back to your experiences as a medic and talk, not necessarily
about the injuries, but the illnesses you had to deal with.

We had some reallyogpd ones there. The first thing you get, which just sort of

goes with the territory, is something
dirty. Thatodés simply is what it is. Yo
between your fingers, on your arrssp met i mes on your f ace
cured. If you send them back in the rear, and they just wash them, day after

day after day, it goes away in four or five days. That was very common, to

have these lesions.

As far as the sicknesses, malaria was prgbidgl number one thing

t hat we ran across, and thatés from a
even see it, itdéds so small. I f you too
week, youbre pretty well

Was this quinine that they were taking?

Wel | , no. |t wasé What was the name of
malarias, vivax and falciparum.

There were different kinds of malaria?

Yeah, one was more serious than another one. Then we even had cerebral

malaria. Thatwaselad|l y. You coul d actwually die
saw that, but it was nothing to have a fever of 103, 104 and get the sweats. |

had mal aria, and occasionally, once evV
You know when it odsgetomi mg dDweeatus,e arod 0
chill s, and youol | get <col d, and there
wanted to get malaria. Thatodos two week
That6s the cure for it.

How about some of the other igis that you encountered?

Oh, we had jaundic
seeéWe would get a
hepatitis.

e we had hepatitis;

iot of things from
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Cholera?
No, we didndét have that.
Hepatitis certainly would have been present.

Yeah, because we were drinking dirty water all the time. | drank some of the
dirtiest water you could imagine.

Did you have purification tablets for the water?

We did, butweranoutafhose pretty quick. When yo

four quarts of water a day, I f you can
some of these |ittle |Iike rice paddies
buffaloes are defecating in it. It was dirty. Butewat 6 s water i f you
it, and always the leeches. That was an interesting one. If you start walking
through those things [rice paddies], vy
and theyéd take off their clorothemers. You
pull them off with tweezers.

And then the ants, ants, you havenbo
red ant colony, which I 6ve seen a guy
know. They just about ate hi mbeenp. He w

bitten so many times.

We had bees. | remember one time | was walking in the column, and

everybody started running back. They s
Bees! o | said, fiWwWhat are you talking a
knocked down a béeve, and all the bees were just flying back through there.
ltds | i ke they were being shot. They w
to find someplace to hide from those bees. | had guys | bet had been stung
twenty times. You try to give them an atakin.

Snakes, they got some really good s
mean the big ones. It was the little ones you had to watch out for. They had
some real dandies. The snakes would stay away from you if you would stay
away from them. Oh, | hatetd snakes the worst.

And spiders, | remember once a guy brought back a spider. It looked
like a tarantula. He put his helmet over it, and his legs were sticking out, so it
was bigger than your helmet. This was
hishemet over it. He was hol ding it, and
|l dondt want that thing. o So, he was |
and whatever.

But the really deadly onésthe spiders and the ants and the snékes
were thelittteoes; those were (whistles)é And
snake, theyodod want to know what kind o
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differentantit o x i ns . |l 6d say, AHow do | Kknow
hebébs bit by a cobr a tbypaicorg snake, ydugive t hi s .
him that. So they had to go look for the snake, to try to find it.

Wer endot you the guy asking what kind o

| was. | 6d say, AWhat kind of snake wa
apes’’lbetyouhavenodét heard of that one, rock
this hilltop one time, and I 6m in this
this strange sound. Il havenodt heard th
They said, AThadtd si Cao nreo cokn,a pdeo.ndd tl gsi avie
business. o0 They said, Al &m serious doc
rock ape?0 | said, fAAre you talking ab
dondt see them too oft enthatBheylivelin t hi nk
the hills and in the rocks, and we <cal
heard of rock apes. |l 6m not sure they

vegetarians. But they had an evil smell, and they were big and strong. It was
just one of those things, another thing to scare you.

Well , doc (Phillips | aughs), therebs o
soldiers would occasionally approach you about. Soldiers being soldiers, they
get to go on R & R, and they come back.

Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. I did that man
it was, then youbéd pull duty in th
guys wanted to see women, oddly enough the place to go was the garbage
dump because we wiobbury the garbage, and then they would come and dig
it up, for food, the Viethamese. The women would hang out at the garbage
dump, and that was not a welliarded spot. It was one of those few places
where we actually got dftenghatttheyemouldb e c au s e
just let us go waltzing through any of these little villages just for fun. That
didndét happen too often.

Yy a
e .

Then they had road girls, girls on little scooters or bicycles or
whatever. If that was the case, they would come in in theingoamd tell me

this and that sympt om. |l 6d say, AOkay,
| ook at them, and he said, fAGo fix it,
powder that we had. | 6d mi x it with so

shots, one irach cheek, two times. That cured it, usually.

That would take care of both gonorrhea and syphilis, or were there other
things you dealt with?

27 Often, soldiers returning from war come home with storiesa®ing a monster. Throughout history, plenty of
wartime monster sightings have been reported. However, one sighting in particular, or more accurately, multiple
sightings, seems to have been more documented than most. This is the case of the RocKidipesrof
(https://lexemplore.com/cryptids/WartinMystery-The-Rock-Apesof-Vietnam)
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Well, syphilis was a little bit different. Syphilis would actually go away.

Youdd havteomsh,e asnydnpt hen t hey would go
specifically. | f the symptoms didnoét g
gonorr hea. I f they had these symptoms,
oh. o0 Then wedd check Syphilscénlbocorddilmnd st u
the early stages, until it goes on and on and on and so forth. [There was] not

so much syphilis. If it was, we cured it because, as soon as they would tell me

if it went away all by itself, then | knew.

Think back to thatraining you got in Texas. How welersed and prepared
were you?

They never mentioned that (laughs).
Did they mention all of these things, the whole litany of different things?

No, they never mentioned all the drugs we had aedtiff, but | can still

name the peopleé These are street drug
Dexedrine. Thatodés what truck drivers t
stop. That new energy drink they have,
of thisstuff. You just learn. But | carried it all, and it was up to me to dispense

it. I could get a whole bottle of Dexedrine or Benzedrine or Thorazine.

Were guys coming up to you just because they knew you had that stuff?

Ohyeah. Ohyeali Oh, doc, hey. I O6m real tired,
pick me up.o0o Once or twice maybe, but
the ti me, [ 1 6d say,] HA@ANo, I 6m not doin
and want a valiumo or whatever.

But the attitude the troops took towards you and the other medics, did that
mean that they tended to take care of the medics?

They did; theyreally did. They gave us the widest latitude. We never had to

walk point, which is walk first. | did it onceys$t for the heck of it, and the
captain said, ADondét you ever do that
caves or the underground places they would find. They would find the littlest

guy we had and give him a flashlight and a fdrnyd [he was] calld a

tunnel rad and have then go down there because those holes were mighty

small; those were little people. Never had to do that, some of those really
dangerous things that you do.

The guy walking point obviously was the most dangerous spot.

Occasionallypudd find somebody that | iked to
goof-offs. They would punish you with making you walk point, because you
didnét want to walk point. I didndét wa

pull that duty. Theylid take care of udf we got hurt, and they got hurt, they
were in much bigger trouble.
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| know that you were assigned to this infantry company before the Cambodian
invasion. We pretty much know that happened in May, so you must have been
there by that time. Tell mebaut going into Cambodia.

The Cambodian invasion was sort of unusual and came up real quick. |

remember they brought all the companies in from the field to some airbase.

We were riding in trucks, which wasnot
battalon was in this big convoy of trucks, and we were going west. We knew

we were going west, towards Cambodia. We traveled about a whole day, and

we get to this big airstrip. Therebds c
them, just line after line of chpprs. We knew this was going to be a big deal.

And they
were issuing LAWS
rockets. A LAWS
rocket is a light ani
tank weapon. We
thought, Oh, my
gosh, now
going to run into
enemy tanks and
stuff like that. We
had LAWS rockets,
but we would just
usethem against

Phillips waits for their helicopter assault into Cambodia in May of
bunkers. But they 1970. By this time he was a senior medic in an infantry company.
were issuing [a] big Note: The towel around his neck is to wipe off the sweat and the

rings on his hat are for hanging smoke grenades.

time supply of
LAWS rockets. Then they told us, in the evening, that we were going to get up
early in the morning, and we were going to go into Cambodia. We were
invading Cambodia.

We were kind of happgbout that because those little guys used to

retreat back into Cambodia, where it w
get them. So theydéd get across the bor
Mexico; theybéd be safe. Sointhezeander e pr e

get rid of their little haven for them.

We spent the night, and they were t
into bunkers. Youbre going to run into
bi gger than youbve probaburforifiekeen, mayb
positions. |l 6d been there a | ong ti me,
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they want. This was one of the few times | went into combat in a Chinook
helicopter, one of those big ones with two blatfes.

DePue: It was a big blade up front and lkac
Phillips: Yeah, it was a big transport helicopter. There was like thirty or forty of us
inside. We went in, and they told us a

thisbigopenspéti t was t he hidgbbcausd ittwascopen.®Ve g ar
were goimg to go land in his garden. What we wanted to know was what was

the resistance? How many were there, heavy machineguns, bunkers, that kind

of stuff?

When we got there, most of them, they were gone. Not all of them, but
most of them were gone. So we gogtothrough their headquarters, stuff like
that. | got some really nice souvenirs from there. We pretty well surprised
them because they had meals that they were cooking and just left them, took
off.

The first day wasnoét Inglikethahlt tti ng t
wasnoét too bad. Then, after we caught
some pretty heavy firefights.

DePue: But you were on foot patrols when you caught up with them?

Phillips: Yeah, yeah. Once we

and secured,iwe left
some people there to
sort of catalog what = o UMD
was all there and what ¢ - ;?’
was captured. They had ’i‘ TR
trucks and all kinds of [
cases of ammo and
weapons, all kinds of
stuff we do

So we left some people #EE
there. |vhat

they did with it, whether  some of the captured weapons in the early days of the Cambodian

H i+ invasion, when large amounts of military materials were captured. As
they bIeW It up or took it long astheywerenot®@ aut o mat i ©theyeoalgpbe talen home
back with them or as souvenirs.

28 The Boeing CH47 Chinookis an American twirenginedtandem rotor, heaviife helicopter,developed by
American rotorcraft companyertol and manufactured byoeing Vertd. It possesses several means of loading
various cargoeand isamong the heaviest liftingnd fastestVestern helicopters. Its name is from Mtive
American Chinook peoplehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_CGH7_Chinool
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whatever.

We took off chasing, | suppose, their office staff or whatever, the high
ranking people that were obviously there. Then we were looking for this
mythical place called C8VN, GO-S-V-N, which was supposed to be their
bunker headquarters for that whole theater.

DePue: | looked it up, COSVN stands
for Central Office for South
Vietnam.

Phillips: Yeah. We would be

chasingéThi s
few times when we were hot
on ther heels. We were
chasing them, and they were
kind of pulling back, in front
of us. Every once in a while,
theyOd StC.)p aanmiIlltlapas\(gefavaorig[gopgcture
group there to shoot it out while his patrol was lost somewhere in Cambodia, and he
with us, so the rest of them, | Was pondering their fate.

think, could get farther away.

We were only there about tweeeks, maybe a little longer, not much
longer. We chased the snot out of them. It was different than being in South
Vietnam; we were chasing them. We had a pretty good idea where they were,
and they were running ahead of us. They must have known, andith&ye
eventually just stopped.

DePue: Would you consider that was a successful mission?

Phillips: It was, in that we captured these supplies, and we interrupted their network of
their safe havens and stuff | ike that.
documents and stuff | ike that, from so
wish that we would have been allowed to finish our mission because | can
remember, the | ast day we were there,
COSVN; wedre dloseabMWe tsthholwe t here by
So we were all, fAHey, yeah. o0 But then
not going to give that place up, so th
place.

We were all gearing up, and then they sexppAbout noon they said,

AfDondét go any farther. o AWhat do you n
we came here. o0 ANo, donét go any farth
they said, APull back; go back. 0 Then
Fiteem mi | e s, maybe. ltés hard to say.

DePue: In the overall time that you were there, about fifteen miles?
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Fifteen miles, not very far. Of <course
We didnot
't sounds | i ke tahyotwes indhe tehtralhightands.t er r a i

Yeah, it was. There was a few villages. We went rolling through the villages,
no urban areas or anything like that.

Did the Cambodian people strike you as any different from the Vietnamese?

No. No, they | ooked the same. They gl a
they felt because | think they were being taken advantage of by the North
Vietnamese too. Politically, I 6m not s
mor e | i ke t helnkthéyaeallycaed forusethern 6t t

Did you think at the time that it was the right decision to make, to go into
Cambodia?

Yeah, | would have done it. | would have done it before that.

How soon after all of this did you and othetart to hear what the reaction
was back in the United States?

Well, we heard about Kent State. We heard about the student protests in the
back, and we kind of knew that was going on anyway. But the Cambodian
invasion, | guess, kicked off hugtident protests, here in the United States,

big ti me. | 6m guessing, politically, t
because the political protests got so
what | wanted to do, so now I &dm going

We heard about it, and we actually thought, We have guys killed every
day, and | sure feel bad for four students to get killed in Kent State, but what
about all my buddies going home in a b
them. We all knew that people inet United Stateés not everybody but
certainly a large number of peoflevere very antwar, and what we were
doing was not popular, not supported. We all heard stories about not wearing
your uniform when you go back and stuff like that. Some guys had gone fo
different things, like funerals, back and forth, and they told about the general
attitude. |1 think we thought what we w

The country asked us to do this. Wh
have done it that waudhavatoldithem,ifwheyu!| dn 6t
were to ask me, what their problem was
think they were aggressively fighting and using their air the way they could.

You were in Vietnam at a time when, obviously, the opinion batkan
United States was changing, and you hear stories about how that was really
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affecting the discipline and the morale back among the troops themselves.
Were you seeing evidence of that?

That didnét hel p, but t prablem,ifiyosputtt t
in a sentence or two, is that we di
l' i ke all of our sacrifices and all
Wedbd fight over a hill a whol& day,
leave the damn hill two days later. What are we fighting for? Are we fighting
for territory, like they did in World War [I? Once you conquered territory, that
was your territory then. Well, wedd go
firefights,andte n wed6d | eave it. Back and fort
forth, and I 66m thinking, What in the w

=S5 O O

e
n
e
a

Of course, in those days the milita
this bogus stuff about body count. That was how you figatgdow you
won or | ost; what was the body count ?
bodies, well, blah, blah, blah. | thought, What kind of baloney is that? | said,
AHow are we going to win this thing, Yy
this WwWamkothat 6s what really bothered
protest.

But from what you described before, that would be a reason that it was
perhaps the right decision to go into Cambodia, from your perspective.

Oh, yeah. iIBbdbbadfhoeedoh@&m sure there we
political considerations involved, but
have invaded that place. Thatds how yo
country, and theyore safeegointothegirhei r cou
country, and youbre fighting against t
fighting North Vietnam, go to North Vietnam. Take it to them. We could

have. |l dondt know why we didnot.

We just chased these little guys around the junglialtime, and
once in a while, theyodll stand and sho
normal action in Vietnam, at least my experience was, is that they would
ambush the lead column, platoon, whatever. You usually went in linear
formation, not very muchorizontally or wide. Then they would shoot the
first two or three guys that they saw
turn around and take off running.

By the time we stopped, took care of the guys that were wounded or
deadd b e c au s e we thedbodies there, becalse ifethey were dead
then wedd have to come and get them to
around the edge. By all that [time], they were long gone. So two or three or
five or ten guys would stop this whole column of 100 dgays$hours on end,
while we did our business, and theyore
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do the same thing, shoot the first two or three guys, take off. We would have
loved to have found their columns.

Of course, they di dmadh Thaowagtruel ur i ng

They moved at night. We didndét move at
we could see at night and all that, but not a whole lot. At night we stopped and
sort of hunkered down, and theyod take

T h & what they did. We could see them if there was a big group of them and
the helicopters and this and that.

What youbve described so far though is
a | ot of questions, maybe paffsntheof t hen
discipline or the effectiveness of the unit?

| did see guyséThere were guys tha sn
the field. |l told them, | sai d, Al don
the rear. o0 | s allydywart. Yaouwandrankunttd)you failr I nKk

down. | dondt care. You can smoke pot
cigarettes, professionally made, soaked in opium paper. You could buy them

l i ke that. |l saw that st uftinthefleldt | t ol
when everybodybés | ife depends on it.o

| dondédt know what they did. There w
a group of guys who did a lot of that marijuana stuff. Now heroin, | never saw
that. Cocaine, | never saw that. But marijuana watyppeevalent. Then there
were the guys who would just drink a lot, if they had that occasion, back in the
rear. Liquor was pretty easy to get, pretty cheap.

But most of them did one or the other?
One or the other. There was asmallergrouy et t hat di dndét do
How about yourself?

| was more in the |iquor group. But we
were taking marijuana or doing something like that, | would send them right
back with a little note, and then theguld get in some big trouble.

Was the leadership, the captain trying to do anything about all of this?

Oh, yeah. | had two different captains. Both of them were pretty good about
that. But the morale was slipping. | think it was slippiag | said, because we

couldnét see us winning. We couldndt s
as winning. AlIl wed6re doing is just ma
to find these I|ittle buggers. Then whe
them, and wedd al ways win. Theydd take
won, edd | eave very shortly afterward
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Did you folks know about the Vietnamization procé$s?

Oh yeah. Oh yeah. See, that was starting Wheas getting there. Like the

25th Infantry, down in the delta, they took them back. The 9th Infantry, | think

they took them back while | was there. Some Marine units, | think the 82nd

Airborne [Division] was already back by then. While | was there, dtieeo

big bases, I think in Pleiku, just as | was leaving, they were handing it over to

the Vietnamese, with the swimming pools and the air conditioners and all the
equipment we had. Oh my gosh, just field after field of trucks and stuff like

that. Theprbl em was is that they couldnodot fi
vehicles] stopped running, they were done.

You mean the South Vietnamese?

No, they couldndét fix anything. They d
of American kids knew mechans, cars, tractors, whatever. They could fix
things. These guys, they didndot know a
do real well. There were pilots and ta
never seemed to get it.

How about race relations?

That was bad. It really was. You mean between the blacks? The blacks, the
brothers we called them, always tended to gravitate to each other, whenever

they had a chance. The brothers would always collect and be together, except

in the field,notssnuch i n the field. They didnot
and do things together in the field. They did what they were supposed to do to
survive. But you get them out of that environment, and they slipped right back

in it. We called it knocking knuckk. They had special handshakes, all that

stuff. They would do that. | can remember, back when you could get a beer in
some club or something like that, they always sat together. They had their

own music. They just isolated themselves, socially, in whatees could,

except in combat, except out in the fi

There were a lot of white guys from wherever, the South, who... They
were very pointed in their views, and there were guys like me, in the middle.
| 6m |j usot dlmermey | ob. |l dondédt want to mal

Do you remember any incidents that came up because of that?

Yeah, | can remember a couple of times that there were fights. We were lining
up to go to a movie one night. They had some@ar movie or something.
They were lining up to go in to see the movie, to sit down or whatever. The

29Vietnamizationwas a pticy of the Richard Nixon administration to end U.S. involvement in the Vietnam
War through a program to "expand, equip, and train South Viethamese forces and assign to them an ever
increasing combat role, at the same time steadily reducing the numbé. aidthbat troops."
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnamization
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blacks, there must have been a group of them, five, ten, maybe more, came in

there and cut in line, in front of this big long line that had been wakiog,

that started the doggonest fistfight vy
just turned around and wal ked off beca
They had a granddaddy fistfight over that. Things like that would happen.

Then | told you the ondefore we went to Cambodia. They refused to

go. | coul dndét believe that one. The n
on the airstrip, I told you. Theyore t
what may happen and ki meveroButimobrat weobr e
whol e company, | dondd mdyhled was hlbiggermany t

group than th& the brothers all got together, and they refused to go.

| remember, a captain went down to talk to them and started yelling at

t hem, AThies iins tchoewafradciecé We <coul d al l
They said, fAWell shoot wus then. o | ren
and shoot wus. Wedre not going. o0 Then t

himself. He came down. He was yelling at them andrais went on for an

hour, and we were all watching and waiting to see what was going to happen.

| didndédt know; maybe they would shoo
really think theydd do that, but | t
something. Fen, in the morning when we got up, they were all gone. They
didndét go.

t
ho

They left themselves, or somebody came and got them?
No, they were just gone. | never saw what happened to them.
Never heard what happened to them?

Never did. I asked; Il said, AWhat happe
think what they did was they just took them back in the rear and spread them

out over Vietnam again and tried to just move them out, just sprinkle them out
among ot herknawwhat teey did. | never heard that there was
anycourtsmar ti al, or | never heard anythin

Were there any black officers or NCOs?

Yeah, yeah. Good ones too. What was th
Boy, he was really a good guy, very well liked. He was a college graduate,

like me, and we would talk. He was from Virginia or somewhere, smart guy.

Then we had some good sergeants, some really good ones.

So when the mutiny happerédor lack of a betteword, the muting were
they involved with it?

No, no. This was all lower ranking soldiers, black ones. In fact, they sent over
a sergeant major, who was black, to ta
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Then there was a black officer. He went oiéare too, trying to talk to them,
just them. That didndét do any good. |

an incident |ike that with our sol dier
refuse to go to combatnkver heard what happened ttwose guys, but |
know they didnét go (l aughs). Il know t
my group.

DePue: When you say your group?

Phillips: Yeah, the group that | was going to be in, that | knew personally. Yeah, |

knew a couple of them personally.

DePue: Were you hearing any stories about fragging of officers?

Phillips: Heard stories like that. Never saw it.

DePue: Better describe what fragging means.

Phillips: Fragging is when you take a grenadeé L
ormaybeevenaew sergeant, who goes out. The

lead you into dangerous situations and do dangerous things, maybe

unnecessary chances, that kind of stuff. When you get there, you just need to

|l isten to peopl e and ssalhisishowthisMs t hi s i s
handl ed, 6 and so on and so forth.

Well, therebs some guys, I guess, W
that maybe didndt need to be killed, o
would get fragged in their hootch or wherevas ithat they were stayiny.
Theyodd roll a grenade in underneath th
went to the bathroom. They would do that too. | never saw that personally, but
| heard about it. Thereds the stories.
DePue: Tell me whether you werebke to keep in touch with folks at home, especially
your wife.
Phillips: Never did. The only guy | ever kept in touch with and | saw after the war was
one of my medics, who was a policeman in Philadelphia.
DePue: No, | 6m t al ki ng a bnuly whilewoutwbre ig dieinam.wi f e a
Phillips: Oh. Not very much. We would get Il etter

to get rid of our letters.

DePue: Why?

30 Hootch was &lang term for a place to live, either a soldier's living quarters or a Vietnamese hut.
(https://www.thoughtco.com/vietnamar-glossaryl779962
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They didnét want you to carry around |
might be téking :

about this or that.
You wer en
supposed to tell
them where you are
what youbo
that sort of thing.
But the |
get from them, we
had to destroy. You [§
could read them,
but then we had to
get rid of them
because we arenot : _
Supposed toarry \(/:valls ﬂa%?all. I-ri]erge, Pﬁillripcs) :ttgmdpts:glloct)k rI]ike; c%;nbzt scl:ld:erl, vsitlr": e
them. Now my the bandoliers of ammo and a machine gun that he had borrowed.
letters, my wife

kept, and | still have them. The ones thaent back, and I still have those.

How much were you telling her?

Not a whole | ot. You just say, daWell,
hump. Ahumpcoud be two or three days or a w
out, and youdre not connected with any
through the jungl e Most of the places
These |ittle vill age srenemhkr. Wowaenesen rt o f
in any town of any size. We were wal k
a jungle.

Did you | ook forward to seeing your wi

Oh, yeah. Yeah, | did. | enjoyed the connection wimb and stuff like that.

My mom would write me and so forth, bu
an issue there with my wife and me. Being gone and separated for a long time
turned into an issue. That was very stressful for me, knowing that was
happeningvhen | was there. That happened to a lot of guys.

She was suggesting things in letters, or you were hearing from others?

No, she did. She told me directly.

Are you willing to share what she was telling you?

Things justwee n 6t goi ng good. As -wartbleegid you,
with, and then it got personal, that she had other interests and things like that.

She was very frank and told me straighp . But thatods very st
you can do is write a letter.
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DePue: | 6m assuming the marriage didndét hol d

Phillips: Well, it did actually, but it was pretty rocky there, because | had no way to
talk to her personally, and the letters were a week old or stuff like that.

DePue: Do you feel like sk was blaming you for some of this?

Phillips: |l dondt know. Shwar, butdlewdhattfronetmeagdgpby ant i
She told me, fAnDondt even go to the Arn
Vietnam, she said, AWell b6 dngshewas Canada
di sappointed. | said, AWell, | just <ca

Things kind of went downhill from there. Not being able to connect, it was not
real common, but it was fairly common. You get over there and people [say],
AWhat aou doing over there?d6 And, ATh:

not winning anyway. o0 And, AThose peopl
right.
DePue: Wel |l , ADear Johno | etters were hardly
Phillips: No, or any war. Butitisvety very stressf ul on you. W
concentrate on what youor e-daddybaokgat y ou
home. Then when it isnét, wyahingyow t hi nk
can do, zero.
DePue: Were you folks hearing about somithe more blatant protests, or were you
hearing things |ike Jare Fondads trip
Phillips: We knew about that. Of course, | found out a whole lot more since then, but
we all knew. fAHanoi Jane, 0 yeah, we kn
di dndédt know the details until |l ater, a
her notes and stuff | ike that. But to

game®?1 di dndét even want to see the Brav:
You know, her anddr family. | liked her father, Henry Fonda. | thought he

was a great actor. Her brother | didné
and then, of course, her. Whew, we kne
anybody doing t hat . ddestlatwhly doryduteveriletna gi n e
her back in the country? That had to be an illegal trip, to go there.

31 In July 1972, actress JaRenda accepted an invitation to visit North Vietnam. During hertieek stay,

Fonda concluded that America was unjustly bombing areas in Vietham and made several radio announcements

over the Voice of Vietnam radio, imploring U.S. pilots to stop the bog#hiRonda met with seven American

POWSs and was photographed with North Vietnamese troops entiaircraft gun, used to shoot down

American planes, earning her the nickname fAHanoi Janece
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/09/18flanerfondas197 2trip-to-north-
viethnamearnedherthe-nicknamehanotjane/?utm_term=.a878c5ee9384

2'n 1971, Jane Fonda married Atlanta Braves maj or | e:
(https://www.ajc.com/entertainment/celebritgws/happyr 7th-birthday-ted

turner/9XNv4YFzSW8SIRuZmxRUJD/
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DePue: Did you consider her then or do you consider her now a traitor?

Phillips: | do, absolutely. | absolutely consider her a traitor for going theren When
| found out what she really did was evV
and still canoét.

DePue: How about the officers and the NCOs that you worked with? What was your

impression of them?

Phillips: Pretty good guys. Most of the junior officargre about my age or younger.
They werendét very old. There were a | o
call lifers. They were just in and out, kind of like me. They seemed to have a
little bit different philosophy than the people who were professiofiaang.
There didndét seem to be a whole | ot of
seemed to be the senior officers and the senior NCOs, like E7 and above and
captain and abov&.Those were the guys who liked it and were there.

They rotated the youngefficers. If you were a junior officer,
assigned to a combat unit, you only were there six months usually, and then
they rotated you back. They just wanted more guys to get combat experience.
| thought that was a bunch of crap. They get six months, agidal gear?
What kind ofé. But thatdéds what happene

DePue: What did you think about the rotation polié§?

Phillips: Well, good and bad. It was nice that there was a finite date when you knew
that, i f you survived thi sowlthatie, you c
Worl d War I11; you didnét know that in

DePue: Korea, by the end of the war, they were on ayesr rotation as well.

Phillips: Were they? Okay, | didndot know that. E

and prof essi oihveasdgpodthinglbecausd, bytha time kou
really learned your job, and you became more used to it and adept at it, you
were gone. Then you bring in a fresh new crop of people.

The other thing is, is that you never knew anybody when you went
someplace. Aot of other times, like | think Afghanistan and Iraq, these units,
these people knew each other before they went over there. Then they served in
combat together. | think thatoés a big

33 Sergeantfirst class (SFC) is the seventh enlistadk (E-7) in the U.S Army, rankingabove staff sergeant

(E-6) and below master sergeant and first sergea8) @nd is the first nocommissioned officerank

designated as a senior roommissioned officer (SNCO{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_first_class
%%The U.S. A rotatod polieyduring teed/ietnam War was to rotate individual troops in and out in
twelve-month tours, with already depted units in Vietnam. In other modern American wars, before and since,
military units have been maintained and have deployed as a whole.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FNG_syndrome
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Was there asensethatyoddi 6t want to get to know t

We didndét want to. We called them FNGs
for, but the NG is new guy. You had yo
FNG, you made friends with people, and you were carefultiwém. But the

new guys, you help them, and youdre ni
to get to know them.

| think the reason was, without saying it, is it really was stressful when

one of them would get kill edmycdsé, it os
that was very stressful for me; that was very stressful for me. If Bob got
killed, versus somebody | didndét Kknow,

make friends, especially with new guys. They just had to fend for themselves.
Youbdemel AiDobmét do this. Dondt do that

Youdbve talked quite a bit about Viet C
enemy?

Yes. They were tenacious fighters. They would hold a position, if they had to,
until they were dead ohgy thought they could escape. They were very
slippery. They knew how to stay away from us; they knew how to
camouflage; they were really good at that.

They would dig these holes and thes
them. Wedd wal kt ra gthitme.a sWe tdciedm é@tl |k no
there. They were tenacious, mean fighters. They were quick, moved very fast.
They didndét have a | ot of stuff carryi
take off. And they knew where they were going, in a lot of £adk had no
clue what was around the next corner or whatever. They did.

All these comments you just had, do those apply to the Viethamese and North
Vietnamese or to the Viet Cong as well?

Well, the Viet Cong is the local citizen soldigpé thing. The NVA were

regul ar soldiers. These guys had unifo
was a uniform. They had their own equipment. They were professionally

trained; they knew about weapons; they knew about our weapons.

The VC were reallypig into booby traps and local things. They tended
to stay within a certain radius of whe
the country. The NVA were from all over.

Which ones were you more fearful and respectful of?

Oh, the NVA, theywere professional soldiers; there was no doubt about that.

In fact, if we knew we were running into NVA soldiers, there was more
trepidation involved than VC, because
too |l ong, and t hen t hwayandhide, hidettheit ak e of
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gun or something |ike that, but not th
to leave. They were good soldiers, dangerous.

Youdbre checking your watch. Do we need
No, but noon.

| 6d | i ke
me . You a

t me about t he
I
First of a

av tell
dy mentioned that you don
e to us why thatos

When | got out of the Army from Hawaligot out on what they call

temporary records. I dondt know where
[of] the story about me being reassigned to Hawaii and all that. So, | never

knew what happened to my actual records. They never got to Hawaii, from the

time | was there. So when | actually got out of the Army, all | had was just the

real basics of getting out. | had orders to get out and stuff like that. In fact,

they even said on the form, they said,
records. o

| knew a letter like that existed because he [the captain] told me he had
written one. When did I get that? | 6ve
reason | knew about the awards, especially those two | told you about, the
Silver Star and the Vietnamese €smf Gallantry, [was that] later | sent in to
the Department of Defense to get medals, actual medals, like | have in my
office®>*®They sent you back a letter, sayi
bl ah, blah, blah, bl ah ©lave, amhtrenthepme dal s

sent them back. Thatodés the first | kK ne
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. But

That particular incident, when [ | r

thinkitsaysthat 6ve been in action all around
that.

Would you like to read it into the record, or would you like me to read it?

Go ahead.

35 The Silver Star Medalunofficially theSilver Staris the United Stae s Ar me d -Righestcpersodal t hi r d
decoration for valor in combat. It is awarded primarily to members of the United States Armed Forces for

gallantry in action against an enemy of the United Stététps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Star

36 The Republic ofVietnam Gallantry Crosslso known as th¥iethamese Gallantry Cross Vietnam Cross
of Gallantryis a military decoration of the former Government of Sdtittnam(Republic ofVietnam). The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was addodailitary personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces

units and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy.

(https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallantry _Cross_(South_Vietnam))
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A

DePue: Thisis dated twenty hr ee August 1970. Il tds signe
Capta n I nfantry Commanding, and itodés gol
Specialisé William Phillipsd it gives your service numb&rhas been
attached to B Company as an aid man since March 19#@.to his
knowledge, ability to perfornand devotion to duty, Specialist 4
Phillips quickly became known and respected throughout the
company.
And this is subject recommendation for promotion.
Phillips: Um-hmm.
DePue: That s standard boilerplate kind of | a
Phillips: Yeah.
DePue: Paragraphwto:

Specialist 4 Phillips was pladen the position of senior aid man to
Company Bupon arrival to the companyhe method he uses and
supervision of the other four medics working with him are such that he
causes them to perform willinglfe constantlychecks and initiates
action to correct medical problems as soon as possfigecialist

Phillips was recommended for the Bronze Star medal V for valor for
his actions during enemy contact in Adr970.

This would have been before you went to Cambodia.
Phillips: Probably.
DePue: So, you were already assigned to this company in April.

Specialist Phillips was in contact area the entire,daya period of
around nine hoursadministering firstaid to the wounded mewith

total disregard for his own safetylany times he exposed himself to
hostile fire while trying to aid the wounded m8&pecialist Phillips

was eligible for promotion at the time he was transferred to your unit.

| guess this was written to the medical holding company in Honolulu.
Phillips: May be thatés how | ended up with it.

DePue: He had been recommended for some time bmfortunately, hdas
not had a sufficient a number of allocations for promotion.

And hereds .paragraph five
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Specialist Phillips is neat in appearanceurteouqlaughg and
possessé&s

That 6s standard stuff t oo.

€ outstandingdeadership abilityl feel that he is deserving a
promotion and highly recommend him for such a position.

Letdbs go back to paragraph three, reco
Valor. Tell me about that.

That day, as | recall it, was a day no different than any other day. The whole

company, probably 100 plus of wus, trayv
Thereds probably a | ead pl aotmpapnw A, | t hi
B, C., and then we hadvaeapons platoorlhe lead platoon, fairly early in the

morning, ran into heavy duty fire. Thi

first two or three guys and taking off.

| remember the terrain. The terrain was thatwent down the side of
a hill, and there was a stream with some big rocks in the stream. Then they
were going up the side of the opposite side, and the lead platoon, as soon as it
pretty well deployed, ran intoeavyf i r e, a | ot ofrtva re. Th
guys. That medic was wounded, and then the medic right behind him, in the
platoon after that, rushed right up there. Then he was wounded, trying to bring
guys from on this side across to this side, where it was safe. But in order to do
that e

These gys were all pinned down on the side of this hill because the
enemy was at the top of the hill. They were all pinned down here, so any kind
of movement there was extremely dangerous. My third medic came up from
the back, and he went over thereto dotheesamt hi ng, and he was
was killed. | had one killed and two wounded, and that just left me.

Captain said, AYoubre the only one
give me a couple of guys to go with me, to see if | can go up there. Maybe |
canget some of those guys out of the |
with me to give me cover and fire and that kind of stuff. You just go up there,
and you grab one and take him back across the creek. There was a second one,
maybe a third one; ldo6t know. You grab them by ¢t
not where you | ift them. |l 6m not a r ea
was hard for me to just lift them. About the fourth time, my bodyguards or
whatever, the guys who went with me, theyeveounded or killed.

| was pretty well on my own then, except for the guys that were back
her e. I remember one stretch. I got th
little stream, and there was a big roc
dragging himSo | just stopped in the middle of the stream, behind the big
rock, which was fairly safe. We stayed there for a while, and | administered
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first-aid. | can remember taking out my canteen cup. | was going to get him
some water and stuff like that, and tisgt the damn thing right out of my
hand. These guys were good. They shot my cup right out of my hand, and |

t hought , i Oh, me . O

Of course, by this timeé | <couldnodt
too, so |1 6d | eft my r asfthepistohfargfike. i n t he
That went on pretty much the rest of the day, until about 2:00 or 3:00 in the
afternoon. Within a couple of hours, w
[That was] one of the few times we brought in jets, because the\pvette
well entrenched on the top of this hil
the hill, and we couldndét | eave them |

We just tried to outlast them [the enemy] and wait until dark. We
figured theyodod | e @Butwe gave them aggbot pastiagn d t h e
with gunships; even the jets dropped some napalm on them, which probably
convinced them to not stay around much longer.

twasanald ay deal . l'tds just one of 't hc
guy and bring himback. Anidh er e6s anot her one yellin
Doc. |1 é&m wounded, wounded, wounded. o0 Y
DePue: But this is months later that he wrote this letter that mentioned that you had

been recommended for the Bronze Star. Did you nat kmew that?

Phillips: He told me he was going to do that. I
now where | got that; he did send that to the medical holding company. | kept
in communication with him for a little while, and | told him my story about

notcomingd
DePue: Webl |l get into that in a Ilittle bit.
Phillips: Yeah (laughs). He got a big chuckle over that one. But he said he wanted to

make sure | was promoted. He didndét kn

[specialist]5.

DePue: How about the Silver StarhTat 6 s a pretty rare medal
Phillips: Pretty much the same kind of situation. It was one of thostaglbattles
where we get up in the morning and webd
wedre | ooking for or where we are.
DePue: Was this in Nam or in Cambodia
Phillips: No, thatds not Cambodia. [We] ran into

we would normally see. They stopped, and they were shooting it out with us,
big group, thirty, forty, fifty or them, well entrenched too, not a hill this time,
but they vere well bunkered in, bunkers and stuff like that. We were trying to
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flank them, and we coul dndét get around
over the place, just all over the place. | probably had four or five KIAs [killed
in action], and my medics agetting wounded, not all of them, like the one

ti me, but there was just a whole bunch
them, one at a ti me. Il lTost my rifle t
carry a rifle too, soagdgetd. just sit my
So you were dragging these soldiers along, under fire?

Oh, yeah.

And thatodos what elevated it to a Silve

| guess so, because they were shooting at me all the time. You can see the dirt

and everything kickg up around you, around the trees and stuff like that.
Youdre just hoping |ike, |l 6ve got to ¢
the heck out of everybody and everything.

Would it have been Captain Anderson who wrote you up for it again?

No, somebody else. | think it was a different captain. | had two captains. |
think the six months for Captain Ander

Had ended?

Yeah, ended before like that, August or something. There was a different
captain fromOklahoma. He was a good guy too, a little more seriou$than

You donot remember his name?

Hmm, he was ol der, a professional sol d
like Captain Anderson, who was kind of like me, just a college kid wd® w
(laughs) drafted. This next guy was serious, but he was okay.

In your mind, was there anything different, in terms of the level of courage
that you showed, in the Silver Star incident from the Bronze Star?

't 6s | ust a oungendmy fire far & lony perriad gf tirer almost

a day, a whole day. And | probably brought back four or five guys that were
wounded. You have to expose yourself to go get them, and they were trying to

give me as much covering fire as they can, but noletsywas going to get

up and run with me, 106I1l1 tell you; the
my job.

How about the medal you got from the Vietnamese?
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Well, I think that was when | was assigned with ARVN units. ARVN is the
Army of the Republic of Vietham. There were a couple of times there when |
was basically the only medic in the ar

| remember, one of their company commanders was wounded real bad.
He was captain or major or something like thatent to get him and brought
him back out and stabilized him, and he lived. | thought it would be that.

But there was another time, when th
crash, o0 and a high Vietnamese officer
and ®e the situation. He was colonel or something. He was a very high
officer. It had been shot down and some of the crew was alive, some of it was
dead. They were all wounded, and there was some enemy fire and stuff like

that. But | saved the colonel. Hegawvee hi s pi st ol . He sai d,
have my pistol.o | said, fAWell, thanks
for that; I dondt Kknow. But there were

that officer; he would do that. He probably would look meng
| know you also received the Air Medal.

Yeah. Well, you get that for so many combat assaults, so many times you...

This is in the infantry, and you get wings for being a crewman. The Air Medal

you get for combat assaults. You hadbéoon sixteen combat assaults, where
youdbre going to |l and with enemy fire s

That had nothing to do with being a medevac medic?
No, no. The wings were.

Well, we have been at this for over two hourg/nand we still have to talk
about the whole experience in Hawaii
better if we postpone that to another session?

Yeah, | think so. Let me show you some of the items | brought with me. Then
Ineedtogotomch, and then we can do this ag
to talk about, kind of cute actually.

ltds a fascinating story in its own ri
By golly.

| would encourage people to listen to the third session.

| t dhapgpen dot everybody.

We 61 | go ahead and stop today. Thank vy
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(end of transcript #2)

InterviewwithWi | | it am AaBill o Phil Il |

# VRV-A-L-2013019
Interview # 3: April 11, 2013
Interviewer: Mark R. DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nenommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (2177857955

Note to the ReaderReaders of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherentimIsistorical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Thursday, April 11, 2013. My name is kl&ePue, Director of Oral
Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln Presi
Springfield with Bill Phillips. Good morning, Bill.

Phillips: Good morning, good morning.

DePue: Wedve had two sessions sodfan.0sThild Wi
about your experiences as a Vietnam Ve
peculiar turn. |l 6m | ooking forward to

wanted to start with though is just a couple of wugpquestions about your
Vietnamexperience. Were you ever actually injured yourself?

Phillips: No, | was never wounded. | had no puniji sticks, which was common, or booby
traps or anything like that. Although, | did contract some pretty exotic, what |
call tropical diseases, the worsirgemalaria, which really started part of the
next story you want to hear about, which was very common in Vietnam or any
tropical area. We had medicine to keep from getting it. You would have to
take a big pink pill once a week and a little white one edagy Each one of
them stopped a different kind of malar
of them, vivax and falciparum, but that may not be right. It was very common
for the soldiers to have jungle rot, which | had, which you just get it from
beingdrty all the time and candét wash. |t
your arms and sometimes your face. | had jaundice, hepatitis, | forget.
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Ot her than malaria, which wedll get to
they took you out of actich

No, no, they didnodot . |l probably coul d
that was my role. It was my decision to determine who went to the rear. When
|l was with the infantry, it was the se

should go backWe had a book; | call it a chit book. It was about the size of a
bank book. On that book, we had pages, but we had little wire tabs on the end.
Whatever the situation was, for the soldier, we would wire that to their jacket.
Then when they went back, theguld see whaty assessment of the

situation was and what | suggested or what | had done, especially with the
wounded.

But even with the ones who were il/
con me. In fact, there was a little trick they used to do with faet. If you
would spray mosquito repellant on your feet, it would give you like foot
|l esi ons. I f you had | ike trench foot o
in water, not as much as they were down in the delta. They did that on
purpose.

levenhd sol di er sé | can remember this
the soldier
was up in
atree. |
said,
i Wh at
you doing
up in the

he said,

i Wat ch
so he
jumped
downd it
was

fifteen feet
or s@
jumped

Getting a bath in a stream was extremely rare. Elaborate security had to be
down. | set up for men to relax and enjoy themselves briefly.

sai d, fAWhat

are you doimg?d yHengs daiod,brielak my | eg. 0o
break your | eg?d6 (l aughs) He said, HAYe
out of here. o Thatdés a true story. F
thought, Man, oh, man, somebody trying to break tlegitd do that.

No, | was never wounded. Bullets came close; | know they did, but
they didnét get me.
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The situation you just talked about, with the soldier who was trying to break
his leg (Phillips laughs), if he had been successful, would he lvdten g
Purple Heart?

It would have depended probably on my
he had a broken |l eg, and | thought, We
you get a Purple Heart for a broken | e
Letbébs say youbre on a |l anding strip. Y

manage to break your leg.
Well, that would be different.
Then youdéd get a Purple Heart for that

Yes. And we had that. In fact, our company fastgeant came out, very

rarely, by the way, that rank. We didn
too often. But he did, and thatds exac
his ankle. They put him right back on the same helicopter, and that was that.

So it happened. They probably would ge
the Purple Hearts. They make a decision.

ATheyo being the chain of command?

Well, in the hospitals, | think, they make a decision about who gets the Purple
Hears, based upon your wound and whatever caused it.

Would you have to be evacuated to be considered to earn one?
| would assume.

The reason | 6m asking is because | ass
youdre exposcandgeor ;] |l y&udrde oif n rugged
kinds of scrapes and bruises and lacerations that are occurring to these guys.

Oh yes, but thatés not Purple Heart st
i1

t heyol | get g tb gebygpd acPurploHeartour e i s no
jaundice, or even malaria.

How about if youdre in enemy fire, and
thing that wouldnét take you out of ac
Probably not. Ilwouldsaynd.l t hey di dndét | eave the f|
sent back or something like that, and they just stayed, | would say no.

Youbve talked about it before. Youodre
when youbre there, e s p ewdogou Hepl withh e n y o u
the fear?
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Well , thatdés a excellent question. Tha
that | remember is just beingé You jus
youdre sl eeping. Youbre sugegtmsed to di
Someti mes you didno have ti me. But vyo

| can remember just walking down the trail. We stopped, and | was
talking to someone. The guy | was talking to got shot, right in the head, just
Aboom, 0 just | i kfeetftorm md, kiledHust thatajdck.6t t hr e
barely had time to jump down. Of <cours
after that. It was just him.

The thing we were afraid of, or at least me, | was afraid of being
wounded or maimed, seriously, like alegbloovh f or an arm bl ow
|l dondt know, something disfiguring or
scary ones. Just to be standing there
time to be afraid.

Yet when youdre t hernm Wasythatadimportaetx pect e d
way to get beyond the fear?

Well, I just tried to do my job at the time and assess every situation that would
come up and [ ook at it. You dondét want
danger. My job was to go getqqae when the firing was going on. Everybody

else is hunkered down behind anything they could get behind, a rock, a tree,

anything. But when theyob6re woundedeéunl
was just too dangerous for me to make a move like that. Timeyehave been
an occasion or two I|ike that. But vyou

out and crying, crying.

You got a Silver Star and a Bronze Star for valor, for putting yourself at risk.
What was the toughest part about your service imMNa

Well, I would say the toughest part for me was kind of putting the whole thing
together. | was kind of more politically savvy than most of the soldiers. Most
of them were pretty young. Most of them were seventeen, eighteen years old.
They wergust either from high school or out of high school or whatever. But

| could see this thing was not winnable, the way we were doing it. It just

wasnot happening. That really bothered

these sacrifices, and then you seegtudent protests in the back, in the

country. They not only dondét want you
So that bothered me. And the pervas

pretty young to be in a situation like this. Then you think, and yod &f go

back on your life, Well, what caused me to be in this position? What caused
me to be here now? Could | have done something different or whatever? But
then you kind of go through that, and you just try to go through each day.
Each day was different
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There were a lot
of days when just
nothing happened.
Wedd just w
walk and walk and not
find anything, not see
anything, and just sweat
and sweat and sweat.
There were a lot of days
Il i ke that.
not going anywhere,
not a clue where you
are, no towns, no

This should give the casual reader some idea of the equipment

references, U-|hi||, that a soldier in Vietnam carried. It was heavy, and the soldiers
; learned, carefully, how to only pack what they needed and nothing
dOWﬂ-hI",aCI’OSS extra. The bottle on Phillipsd

streams. It made very  was not effective.

little difference. We

had no frame of reference as to where
What in the world?

Then if we had a firefight, and they would stop and shamit with
us, weé ard wevalways ended up winnthg hen wedd just | e
next day. Whatever the heck we were fi
just | eave. The next day or a week or
thinking, My gosh. Itjustseme d | i ke it was kind of ac

There was no ultimate goals. Like in World War I, the goal was to get
to Berlin or get to Tokyo or whatever.
Korea. | think there, it was pretty much like us. But we would fight and fight
and fight and fight, and nobody seemed
winnable goal for us.

What was the casualty rate for medics, in comparison to your average grunt?

Well, I would say at that time, and even reading about it latebably the

most dangerous jobs was helicopter pilot and a medic. Those seemed to be the
two most dangerous ones. Now, helicopter pilots had someitbpitbtection,

with armored seats and so on and so forth, but they really put themselves in
danger, ad the people who flew with them, like me for a little while.

And medics, i1itds just the nature of
everybody is hunkered down or moving, flanking this, left or right or
whatever. But you have to get up and move to peopleatie wounded,
regardless of the situation. |tds |
mortality rate had to be pretty hef
looked up to us or kind of protected us when they could.

t

us
ty.
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